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CORRESPONDENCE OF COL. BRODHEAD, (CONTINUED.) 
Fort Pitt, January 23d, 1781. 

Dear GeneraLt.—A few days ago I received a letter from Mr. Wm. 
Wilson, of Skipton, informing me that he had undertaken to furnish the 
troops here with one hundred head of cattle upon private contract, and 
with private money. This account, as there was no other prospect of 
obtaining meat, and the troops were suffering for want of it, whilst we 
were scarcely supplied with flour, was flattering and cheered the droop- 
ing spirits of both officers, and men. But as meat could not be purchas- 
ed on account of the great scarcity on this side the mountains, Mr. Wil- 
son proceeded to the South branch of Potomac to perform his con- 
tract, and now I have the mortification to be informed by his brother who 
is just arrived from Old town, that a prohibitory law of the State of Vir- 
ginia, will prevent his getting the cattle, he may have purchased for 
consumption here. 

‘I sincerely wish there was no cause to trouble you with a farther tale 
of misfortunes, but as I conceive it to be the interest of the United States to 
retain in this District all the grain that has under the protection of their 
troops been raised in it ; it might appear criminal in me, was I to remain 
silent respecting instructions lately sent by Governor Jefferson, for the pur- 
chase of 200,000 rations on this side the mountains, for the use of 
the troops under Colonel Clarke, for which purpose he has already ad- 
vanced 300,000* pounds and promised to furnish on the first notice any 
further sum that might be necessary to complete the payment of that pur- 
chase. Because this purchase together with the consumption of multi- 
tudes of emigrants arrived and expected in this district, (chiefly to avoid 
militia duty and taxes,) will scarcely leave a pound of flour for the regu- 
lar or other troops which your excellency may judge expedient to employ 
against the enemy. 








* This was, no doubt, continental money, and was worth 15 or 20 thousand specie 
dollars——-Ed, O, T. 
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I have wrote to his Excellency Governor Jefferson, that I cannot con- 
sider myself at liberty to permit the transportation of such a quantity of 
provisions from this district until your Excellency’s pleasure is signified. 

A grand council of British and other savages is now holding at Detroit, 
and I am informed they are premeditating an attack on this post early in 
‘the Spring ; without doubt the Indians will be more hostile next Spring 
than they have yet been. 

As I have not been honored with a line from your r Excellency since the 
new arrangement of the army was ordered, I am at a loss what to do with 
the 9th Virginia Regiment, late Rawling’s corps,and Captain Heth’s Com- 
pany, and shall continue them here until] I know your pleasure. 

The whole of my present force very little exceeds 300 men, and many 
of these are unfit for such active service as is necessary here, I hope your 
Excellency will be pleased to enable me to take Detroit the ensuing cam- 
paigh, for, until that and Niagara fall into out hands, there will be ‘no rest 
for the innocent inhabitants, whatever sums may be expended on a de- 
| fentive plan. 

My soldiers will be naked by the first of March, and yet I can obtain 
no clothing for them, if it is agreeable to your Excellency to permit me 
to wait upon you and make personal applications at Philadelphia for such 
articles as are necessary for the troops, &c., before the opening of the en- 
suing campaign, it would oblige me much, not on account of any business 
of my own, but if possible to promote the public good. 

The Moravian Indians have a considerable number of cattle and swine 
which we might purchase cheap for goods, or specie, but without these 
we cannot obtain them, and they will probably be drove to market at De- 
troit. I have never been furnished with any article of goods for the In- 
dians, nor a shilling of money to enable me to transact business with them, 
neither has any person been employed to take the trouble of them off my 
hands. [ take great pleasure in serving my country, nor will I count it 
a troublesome service, but I am sensible it will be agreed that it is neces- 
sary I should be supported, or our interests with the Western Indians 
must be lost. 

It appears to me that two complete Regiments, with the volunteers 
that may be collected, will be equal to any enterprise that may be under- 
taken in this part of the country, especially if goods could be furnished to 
pay some of the friendly Indians to act as spies, guides, &c., to prevent 
a surprise, and that number will be as great as cam be well supplied 
without an immense expense of transportation. 

I have the honor, &c. D. B. 

To his Excellency General Washington. 
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Fort Pitt, February 2d, 1781, 


Sir.—I have received your kind favor of this date and am much obliged 
by the contents. It is to be lamented that there should be such a seem- 
ing lapse of the administration of justice in the civil courts, for my own 
part, I could wish to see every court exercising the power of preserving 
the peace, enforcing the militia law, and punishing with rigor all persons 
guilty of treason, &c. But as to actions touching real estates, as that 
must in the prosecution involve a question as to the title, I conceive the 
courts will act prudently by discouraging them until the boundary be- 
tween the two States is finally determined, which I expect will be done 
as soon as the weather admits. 


I am exceedingly distressed on account of the poor frontier inhabitants, 
they are doubtless under great apprehensions of danger, and I fear there 
is reason to apprehend it, wherefore I use every possible address with 
the savages, and have renewed my representations, and requisitions to 
his Excellency the Commander in Chief, both for men, and resources to 
enable me to afford the settlements ample protection at home, and, if pos- 
sible to avoid the inhabitants being called from that industry which is so 
essential to future operations and their own happiness. As the com- 
manding officer of this Department, I conceive it to be my right to be 
consulted on every military plan which can be conceived, and that my 
assent is necessary to the execution—you entertain proper ideas of these 
matters, and I wish the inhabitants were made sensible of the improprie- 
ty of arming a body of men in the manner you have been informed, with- 
out a proper concurrence, lesttheir conduct should be construed unfayor- 
ably by those they ought to revere. 

Had these gentlemen been so forward last Summer or Fall, in afford- 
ing supplies for the troops intended for an expedition against the enemy, 
they would probably have had less apprehensions of danger, and I pre- 
sume they might with greater propriety have furnished it on public cred- 
it then, than they can at their own expense hereafter, and that to answer 
a much less effectual protection to themselves and families. As I have 
received no late letters from the honorable Congress, Board of War, or 
his Excellency the Commander in Chief, I cannot yet decide with pre- 
cision how far it will be in my power to protect the inhabitants you men- 
tion, but I make no doubt there are several upon the communication to 
this place which will inform me fully. 

In the present unsettled state of the boundary line, I conceive the in- 
habitants waving all prejudice, would act wisely by preferring a joint 
and respectful petition to the honorable Congress of the United States, 
setting forth their danger and difficulties, and praying a reinforcement of 
regular troops for their protection, this mode of application would doubt- 
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less procure men with certainty and enable them to remain at home in 
safety, and raise supplies for future operations unless some unexpected 
event should intervene. 

Give me leave to assure you that I have ever had the most sincere in- 
clination to serve this young, and much distressed part of the country, 
and that I only want the means to do it effectually. 

I have the honor, &c. D. B. 

To Samuel Irwin, Esq. 








Fort Pitt, February 23d, 1781. 

Dear Sir.—lI have just received instructions from the Commander in 
Chief, directing me to detatch all the Field Pieces, Howitzers, and train 
also a part of my small force under Colonel Clarke, who I am told is to 
drive all before him, by a supposed unbounded influence he has amongst 
the inhabitants ofthe western country. I sincerely wish his Excellency’s 
expectations may be fully answered. But it may be necessary to inform 
you in confidence that I can afford very little protection to these settle- 
ments. The Maryland corps being ordered to Richmond, in Virginia, my 
force will not exceed 200 men, many of which were soldiers, plenty I 
would not wish to retain. 

It appears that Colonel Clarke is to proceed with the artillery to the 
Falls of Ohio, and from thence to Wabash, from whence it cannot be ex- 
pected the pieces and ordnance should ever return, but they may serve to 
defend the Virginia settlements thereabouts. : 

It has been reported that our assembly has passed an act for raising a 
number of men to protect our frontier settlements, I hope it may be so, 
for the Indians have begun their depredations by killing a man on Ten 
mile Creek. 

It would be a satisfaction to me to be informed whether the troops to 
be raised by the act of Assembly are to be under the command of the Reg- 
ular commanding officer or not. 

My force being too much reduced to admit my undertaking any offen- 
sive measure I shall probably obtain leave to wait on your Excellency at 
Philadelphia, where, for several reasons, I have for some time past wish- 
ed to be, and as as much as may be, promote the welfare of this new 
country. I have the honor to be, &c. D. B. 

P. §.—I hope no time will be lost iu determining the boundary line, 
for until then, the inhabitants will be in confusion, and I cannot call them 
out in case of invasion. 

To his Excellency Jos. Reed, Esq. 





—_— 
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Head Quarters, Fort Pitt, March 4th, 1781. 

Dear Sir.—I have just received letters by Captain Montour, which 
inform me that the Delawares of Coochocking very few excepted have 
declared in favor of the British, and that some of them are already come 
against our settlements. I believe this intelligence to be authentic, and 
that we shall now experience what I have long strove to avoid, a general 
war with the savages. 

If we have any friends among them besides the Moravian Indians, I 
expect they will be with us in a few days, and that they will be useful. 

My force being much reduced, I cannot extend the protection I could 
wish to every part of the frontier. But so far as I am enabled, I am, as 
usual, determined to give every countenance to the inhabitants. 

Altho’ it is to be wished that our endeavors to raise supplies within this 
Department might not be interrupted, yet at this crisis it is highly expe- 
dient that those inhabitants who live in places of security should step for- 
ward and lend immediate aid to the frontier. 

I have in contemplation an enterprise against the deceitful Delawares 
at and near Coochocking but am much at a loss for supplies, therefore 
have thought it advisable that the county Lieutenants, and such com- 
manding officers of battalions as may be desirous of giving their atten- 
dance do assemble at my quarters on the 15th instant, at 10 o’clock, in 
the forenoon, in order to deliberate upon ways and means to obtain sup- 
plies for an expedition and to form some suitable plan or plans for the se- 
curity of the inhabitants. 

In the mean time encourage the frontier inhabitants to make a stand 
by collecting into forts or strong houses, and by ranging in sufficient par- 
ties with great vigilance, and industry and let all the militia in your coun- 
try be in readiness to repel an invasion. Captain Montour was chased 


by eight Indian warriors and with difficulty escaped to Fort M’Intosh. 
I am, &c. D. B. 
To Col. Joseph Beeler, Circular. 





Fort Pitt March 5th 1781 

Dear Sir. —I have just received two letters by Capt. Montour, from 
the Moravian towns, inclosed are copies of them, and I believe the intel- 
ligence communicated by them to be authentic. 

The revolt of the Coochocking Delawares induces me to believe that 
we may now expect a general Indian war. 

I have wrote the county Lieutenants, &c., to meet at my quarters on 
the 15th inst., to consult on means to protect our settlements and annoy 
the enemy. If it may be agreeable to you to be there at the same time 
I shall be happy to have your advice and assistance. 

With perfect respect, &c. D. B. 


P. S.—Will it not be proper to send copies of the inclosures to the 
Gov. of Virginia. 


To Brig. Gen. Clarke. 
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Fort Pitt, March 10th, 1781. 


Dear Sir.—I have done myself the honor to address a few lines to his 
Excellency the President of Congress and have enclosed to him copies 
of two letters lately received from the Moravian Indian towns, the con- 
tents of which will doubtless be communicated to you, and you will there- 
by learn that the present temper of the Coochocking Indians is very un- 
favorable toward us, indeed I have other reasons to apprehend that we 
must now prepare for a general Indian war. 

My force is greatly reduced by detachments ordered tothe Southward, 
and under the command of Brig. Clarke, to the Westward, so that noth- 
ing can be expected from me untill receive a reinforcement from below, 
for in the present unsettled state of jurisdiction, the militia cannot be call- 
ed to aid me nor could they be subsisted until we are better supplied. 

I wish toannoy the enemy by encouraging partizan strokes but I have 
nothing to offer as a reward nor have I a match Coat, Breech Clout, Leg- 
gin, or grain of paint to equip the parties and without these they cannot 
pass into the Indian country. 

I have the honor, &c. D. B, 

To Hon. Richard Peters, Esq. 





Fort Pitt, March 10th, 1781, 

Dear Generat.—lI beg your Excellency’s pardon for not returning the 
rank of the Maryland officers in my last, I have this moment got Capt. 
Heth’s and shall enclose them together. 

By letters lately received from the Moravian Indian towns, it appears 
that we have lost the interest of the Coochocking Indians, and by what I 
have heard from Brig. Clarke, it is more than probable we shall have a 
general war withthe Savages. I take the liberty to enclose copies of the 
letters above mentioned. 











Mr, Wilson has delivered 28 head of cattle at this post which he in- 
forms me is all he can procure. 

The troops under my command have been at half allowance of meat 
ever since the 26th of December, and frequently both before and since 
without any for several days together, should the enemy be as active as 
is expected, these out posts cannot be maintained without sufficient maga- 
zines of salt provisions. I therefore entreat your excellency to order an 
immediate supply of that article to be forwarded from the interior coun- 
try, as it cannot be procured on this side the mountains. 

Brig. Clarke was kind enough to make me a visit, and I am sorry to 
inform your Excellency that he is doubtful of receiving timely support 
for his enterprise. He understands your instructions to me in an wn- 
limited sense, and has demanded considerable quanitities of Q, M. Stores, 
which I have ordered to be delivered, but as I conceive the same jnstruc- 
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tions to be limited to the articles therein mentioned, I shall be happy to 
know whether it is your intention to permit a compliance with any order 
he may think proper to draw on the storekeeper. 

I am informed that sometime last Fall, Col. De la Balme undertook an 
enterprise against one of the Miami Towns, aided by some of the inhabi- 
tants from the Illinois, that he surprized the town, and took one hundred 
horse loads of plunder, but was soon pursued by the Savages, and him- 
self, and thirty odd of his party were killed, and all his horses, and plun- 
der retaken. I have the honor, &c. D. B. 

To his Excellency Gen. Washington. 





Fort Pitt, March 10th, 1781. 

Dear Sir.—Since my last I have received two letters from the Mora- 
vian Indian towns which convince me that we are now to expect a gen- 
eral Indian war. 

I have enclosed copies for your perusal, and shall be happy to see meas- 
ures adopted for the security of this frontier. 

I have likewise received instructions from his excellency, the Com- 
mander in Chief to order the Maryland Corps to Richmond, in Virginia, 
and to detach with the artillery and field pieces under Brig. Gen. Clarke, 
a Major, or Captain’s command from my small remaining number of 
troops. I mention these things to show you how necessary it is to have 
a reinforcement sent hither. 

The Lieutenant of Westmoreland has frequently been called upon for 
a number of the militia, but they, except a very inconsiderable number, 
were not furnished ; perhaps he does not apprehend any right in me to 
demand them. Should any power be wanting on my part, I beg you will 
authorize me to call them out, to go upon an expedition, repel an inva- 
sion, to be stationed or ranged upon the frontier, as shall be most condu- 
cive to the safety of the settlements. 

Col. Powel, in the Kentucky country, writes me that the inhabitants 
there are under the most alarming apprehensions. I take the liberty to 
enclose an extract from his letter which will inform you of the fate of 
Col. De la Balme, and his party. 

Mr. Wilson has delivered 28 head of cattle, and that is all we are to ex- 
pect. If ample supplies are not immediately afforded. your good sense 
will form a right judgement of the consequences. 

If a few of the Oneidas, or Stockbridge Indians could be sent to this 
place, I conceive they might be so employed as to effect a considerable 
change in the councils of the Western Indians, particularly if I could ob- 
tain a considerable number of match coats, and some paint, and strouding 
for breech clouts, and leggins for my scouts, and partizans. 

Gen. Clarke is come over the mountains, and his Commissaries are 
purchasing great quantities of flour and Indian corn, but he appears to be 
doubtful of carrying his grand object, and I shall not be surprised to see 
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his expedition fall through ; for it is clear to me that wise men at a great 
distance view things in the western country very differently from those 
who are more immediately acquainted with circumstances and situation. 

As little, or nothing is left in my power, I hope leave of absence will 
be granted me for a few weeks to go down the country, especially as my 
chief motive is to promote the public good by every argument I am mas- 
ter of. 








command with at least hunting shirts, &c., &c. I hope it will now be in 

the power of the State to furnish the officers with an allowance of cloth- 

ing. With perfect respect, &c. D. B. 
To his Excellency Jos. Reed, Esq. 





Fort Pitt, March 27th 1781. 

Dear Generat.—I am honored with your favor of the 28th ult., and 
am thankful for the contents. 

I have acknowledged the receipt of your letter of the 29th of Decem- 
ber, and shall give every encouragement to Gen. Clarke’s intended en- 
terprise. I wish he may be in readiness before the waters fail, and the 
Kentucky settlements are destroyed by the enemy, but I am informed 
that little or nothing has been done as yet at his boat yards, and that the 
militia he expected from this side the mountain are availing themselves 
of the unsettled jurisdiction. Since my last a small paper was brought 
tome by some faithful Indians, who found it neatly rolled upin a powder 
horn which a disaffected person had lost near the waters of Sandusky. 
I take the liberty to enclose a copy of it. I have discovered the writer, 
and put him in irons, but as too probably some of the garrison are con- 
cerned he may escape before he meets the reward of his demerit. Indeed 
this place is infested with such a set of disaffected inhabitants that I have 
been under the necessity of ordering some away, and others must soon 
follow to prevent greater injury to the service. 

A number of Delaware Indians from Coochocking have been here since 
my last, and appear to be as friendly as ever. I am persuaded that a 
few are well affected, but they are now put to the trial by being ordered 
to remove hither without loss of time and remain under our protection 
where their daily transactions will be seen and known. 

I have called upon the County Lieutenants for a few of the militia, and 
if I am not disappointed as usual, intend to surprise the Indian towns 
about Coochocking. Two Delaware Indians, who in their cups spoke 
contemptuously of our service, I have confined in irons, but am at a loss 
what farther to do with them until I see what number joins us and hear 
what their general conduct has been. 

Immediately after the termination of the intended excursion, I will avail 
myself of your indulgence to represent the state of things in this district. 

I have the honor, &c. D. B. 














I have wrote to the Clothier General to supply the troops under my | 
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P. 8.—By the arrangement its appears that Capt. Brady is arranged 
into the 3d Penna. Regt., but as he cannot be more useful than he is in 
this part of the country, I hope he will be permitted to remain until the 
campaign is closed. 

To his Excellency Gen. Washington. 





Fort Pitt, August 19th, 1781. 
Sir.—I wish to know whether I am to expect in writing the opinion 
of a majority of the officers, who were yesterday convened, as you re- 
ported, and presumed to give one against my right of command. I shall 
this evening close a letter to his excellency the Commander-in-Chief, and 
request your answer. { am your most humble servant. D. B. 
To Col. Jno. Qibson. 
Fort Pitt, August 19th, 1781. 
Dear Generat.—Immediately after my arrival here I informed the 
officers, that from your excellency’s letters to me I conceived myself to be 
in command as usual, until Mr. Fowler, agreeable to your order had spe- 
cified the charges made against me ; the Judge advocate general’s instruc- 
tions were filled with the name of the deputy, and he proceeded to take 
the depositions ; when agreeable to the words of your letter, I would give 





up the command to Colonel Gibson, to prevent every objection to the va-- 


lidity of the depositions being taken under any influence of mine as com- 
mandent—and my orders were received and obeyed accordingly. Mr. 
Fowler sent me charges more general then those contained in the peti- 
tion (as will appear by the inclosed copy). And instead of appearing as 
the prosecutor he effects to appear as an innocent man, sheltered behind 
a multitude, against whom it is clear I could have no redress, for all the 
trouble and expense I might be put to by his malicious prosecution. 

Capt. Finley the Deputy Judge advocate (appointed by Col. Gibson) 
waited on Mr. Fowler and requested him to specify his charges and pros- 
ecute them agreeable to your intention ; but Mr. Fowlerdeclared himself 
to be the Deputy Judge Advocate, and that he would not give up that 
point until he was ordered to do it by your excellency. 

From this refusal of Mr. Fowler’s, I still considered myself in com- 
mand, until the depositions could be taken with propriety. But yester- 
day Col. Gibson privately assembled the officers) a great majority of 
whom are of his own Regiment, and ordered to Virginia before I left this 
place, as surplus officers,) who gave it as their opinion that from your ex- 
cellency’s letters to me my command must cease until I was acquitted of 
the charges exhibited against me. ‘They, at the same time declared that 
they entertained a high respect for me, and knew no officer under whose 
immediate command they would rather serve ; that they were convinced 
the charges exhibited against me, were groundless, and that they were 
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ready to support me againt the unjust clamours of the complainants, 
Lieut. Col. Bayard and a number of other officers insisted that it was 
clearly your intention that I should remain in command until the deposi- 
tions were to be taken and that as your excellency had not thought prop- 
er to deprive me of the command, they zonceived the officers here were 
out of their duty to take upon themselves to determine any thing respect- 
ing it. 

Thus by the clamour of a set of disaffected persons and others, I find 
myself in the most disagreeable situation I ever experienced, and were it 
not for the redress I expect from your excellency’s well known justice, 
my situation would be insupportable. I therefore beg to know your ex- 
cellency’s pleasure and that you will be pleased to instruct me how to 
treat those seditious proceedings. 

With the most perfect respect I have the honor tobe your excellency’s 

Most ob’t serv’t D. B. 

P. S.—20th August. J have this moment received a letter from Mr. 
Fowler to Col. Gibson, a copy whereof [likewise take the liberty to en- 
close. 

To his Excellency Gen, Washington. 





ns AAWAALAA LAY 


Fort Pitt, August 23d 1781. 
Dear GeneraL.—Soon after Col. Gibson and two other officers, ap- 
peared as a committee from the council, who favored his claim, had wait- 
ed on me with the message, re! ied in my letter of July 19th inst, I was 
desirous to know who the officers were, who had presumed to determine 
my right to command. I wrote a note to Col. Gibson, accordingly, and 





whereof I take the liberty to enclose. 
I am informed by some of my officers, that they conceive that no re- 
gard would be paid by the officers who gave the above opinion, to any 


It is my anxious wish to have my trial brought to a speedy issue, but 
it is clear that my adversaries intend to procrastinate it by every means 
that may render my situation painful. I have therefore taken the liber- 
ty to send an express with these letters in hopes of being honored with | 
an immediate answer, expressing your excellency’s intention, by your 
letters of July. 5th of May and 12th of June, and your further pleasure 
in the premises. | 





It seems that Mr. Fowler is determined to take exparte depositions, 
and proceed with them to Head Quarters, as mentioned in the copy of 
his letter to Colonel Gibson, but he will not obtain leave of absence from 
me for that purpose and if I am, as I conceive your Excellency intended | 
me the honor to be the commanding officer, until the depositions could | 
be taken by consent of parties, agreeable to the mode pointed out by the | 
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received an answer, with their respective names annexed. A copy | 


arrest I might order to be made upon any of them. | 
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Judge advocate general’s instructions, | hope he will be arrested for be- 
ing absent without leave. 

I am determined to prevent as much as possible any difference of sen- 
timents between Col. Gibson, and myself coming to the knowledge of the 
soldiers, but I am apprehensive this precaution, will not be so much at- 
tended to by some other officers. 


Provisions have been very scarce ever since my return. The 
troops have received no flour and only two pounds and a half of Indian 
meal per man, for sixteen days past, and a scanty allowance of meat.— 
yesterday morning the 7th Virginia Regiment came out of the barracks 
with their packs made up, and grounded their arms, they appeared de- 
termined to leave the post, but were at length prevailed on to remain a 
day or two longer, by a firm assurance that they should be well supplied. 

The 8th Penna. Regiment, and the Maryland corps are wretchedly 
naked, but I hopethey will soon be furnished with clothing. 

An expedition against the Sandusky is in contemplation, the troops 
will rendezvous at Fort M’Intosh, on the 4th and Sth of next month, the 
country appears to be desirous to promote it, and I intend to command it, 
if they, the militia and volunteers do not suffer themselves to be induced 
| into a belief that [have no right tocommand, If they should, I shall be 
at a loss how to act, being unwilling to give up my command, and as un- 
willing to prevent the expedition taking place. 1 will endeavor to be gov- 
erned by prudence, and have the honor to be, with sentiments of exalted 
respect and attachment your Excellency’s most ob’t serv’t. D. B. 

To his Excellency Gen. Washington. 








‘ort Pitt, August 24th, 1781. 

Dear Sir.—I have this moment received certain intelligence that the 
enemy are coming against us in great force, and that particularly against 
your post. 

You will immediately put your Garrison in the best posture of defence 
and lay in as large a quantity of water as you can, clear the brush from 
about you, and receive them cooly, they intend to decoy your Garrison, 
but you will guard against this stratagem, and defend the post to the last 
extremity. I will, as muchas possible, aid you, in your opposition, and 
am with much esteem, dear sir, your ob’t serv’t. D. B. 

Col. Commanding W.L. | 








P. S.--The men who bring you this are immediately to proceed to 


| 

Wheeling with my letter, but they are to call at the places where they can | 
alarm the people. | 
To Capt. John Chark, Commanding Fort M’Intosh. 


























396 THE OLDEN TIME. 





° Fort Pitt, dugust 24th, 1781. 
Sir.—I have this moment received certain intelligence that the enemy 
are coming in great force against us and particularly against Wheeling. 
You will immediately put your Garrison in the best posture of defence 
and lay in as great a quantity of water as circumstances will admit, and 
receive them cooly, they intend to decoy your Garrison, but you are to 
guard against stratagem, and defend the post to the last extremity. 
Youmay rely on every aid in my power to frustrate the designs of the 
enemy, but you must not fail to give the alarm to the inhabitants in your 
reach and make it as general as possible, in order that every man may be 
prepared at this crisis. 
I am, sir, your most ob’t serv’t. D. B. 
Col. commanding W. D. 
To the commanding officer at Fort Henry, (Wheeling.) 


Fort Pitt, August 24th, 1781. 
Dear Sir.—By the enclosed copies of letters just come to hand, I am 
convinced the enemy are approaching in force. You will therefore give 
immediate orders for the militia to assemble and hold themselves in read- 
iness to march to the frontier, &c., at a moments warning. Whether the 
enemy will divide their force and attack the settlements, or endeavor to 
starve us out of our works, is unceytain, but if it is certain (as I have long 
suspected from former intelligence,) that a serious force is coming by way 
of Presquile, or Conowago,* then the force coming from the Westward, 
will only harrass the settlements, and attempt some of the weaker posts, 
at any rate let us be prepared to repel the enemy, I am confident that 
with proper exertions they will soon be routed and the country saved. 
This is the time that the friends of this country will shine in opposi- 
tion to the disaffected,--and | am confident that every man who prefers 
freedom to slavery, will step forth, to defend his property, his innocent 
wife and children, or dear relations. 
[ rely much vpon your exertions at this crisis and am with much res- 
pect. Your most ob’t serv’t. D. B. 
Col. commanding W. D. 
P. 8.—The letters received are from the Rev. Mr. Zeisberger, an 
honest man, and faithful correspondent, but his name must remain a se- 
cret lest his usefulness may be destroyed. 
Circular to the County Lieutenants. 








*It may be seen in letters from Gen, Washington, and Gen Irvine, in our last number, tat 
an attack was designed to be made by the way of Conewango creek.—Epiror O. T. 
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Head Quarters Fort Pitt, August 27th 1781. 

Sir.—In the present confusion of sentiment between the officers re- 
pecting my right to command I have as much as possible endeavored to 
wait their leisure to correct the gross error they have committed. In- 
deed I expected your understanding would have pointed out the impro- 
priety of conduct in those who injudiciously took upon them to declare 
you the commanding officer of this department, and that you, ere now 
would have offered an apology. But I find you determined to persist in 
a claim the most idle that could be set up by any man, or number of men 
in their senses, 

As I have not the least inclination to differ with a man or description 
of men with whom I have lived in a desirable harmony, I would suggest 
to you one argument. Suppose a number of designing men had charged 
his excellency Gen. Washington, or the commanding officer of the South- 
ern department with crimes true, or false, do you suppose the next in 
rank would have a right to convene a number of inferior officers to sus- 
pend him from command. A step denied to be justly taken by the first 
authority in the States. No, sir, you cannot be of this opinion because 
such proceedings strike at the root of all military authority. Many of 
your favorers and yourself have declared, that you look upon all the 
charges exhibited against me to be false, but it is for you and them to re- 
concile such a contrariety of conduct ata future day. 

I wish to promote the service by doing the will of my superiors, but I 
cannot give upmy command until | am ordered by the proper authority, 
and however disagreeable it nay be to myself, [ am determined to punish 
every person concerned who shall either neglect or disobey my orders ; 
or who shall presume to issue orders as commanding this department, or 
garrison until orders for that purpose are issued by me. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most ob’t serv’t. D. B. 
Col.commanding W. D. 
To Col. Jno. Gibson. 


Head Quarters Fort Pitt, August 28th, 1781. 

Dear Sir.—I have received your favor of the 26th inst., and am glad 
to hear of the precaution you are taking for the defence of your post. It 
is to be lamented that your garrison cannot be furnished with some whis- 
key there is scarce a barrel in store and that is reserved for the expedi- 
tion, nor do I see how more can be purchased for some time tocome. A 
thousand weight of flour, some corn, beef, and apples are ordered for 
your garrison, and Nancy sends you a few heads of cabbage. 

The Maryland corps having deserted in a body from their post it is 
not in my power to reinforce you. i 
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398 
~All non-Commissioned officers and soldiers on furlough will immedi- 
ately be ordered to their respective stations. 

I see the armorers complain of the want of halfa ration. I wish you 
to indulge them with full allowance, as we have at present no other in- 
ducement for them to labour. 

I wish you great success, and am, &c. D. B. 


To Capt. Jno. Clarke. 


THE OLDEN TIME. 


Fort Pitt, August 29th, 1751. 





near the mouth of Cross creek. suppose this hath been done by some 
of the enemy’s spies. 
" on take ne lesen and sever , ?’ 
I'he country has taken the alarm and several hundred men are now 
in arms upon the frontier. I hope we shall be able to repel the enemy. 
The Maryland corps was stationed at a post on the frontier of West- 


tains. Indeed I am apprehensive the other corps will soon follow their 
example, if their sufferings are not speedily attended to, 
I have sent spies up the Allegheny river, with orders to proceed to 


actually be on that route,and if possible to bring me a prisoner. Things 
here are in the utmost confusion, some officers confessing me to be the 
commanding officer, and others, Col. Gibson, nor is it likely they will al- 
ter until your excellency’s pleasure is expressed. 
I have the honor, &c. D. B. 
To his Excellency Gen. Washington. 





Fort Pitt, September 6th, 1781. 


my last. Col. Gibson still continues to counteract me and the officers 
who favored his claim refuse my orders, others refuse his, and things are 
in the utmost confusion. 


ters in sucha train as that my trial may be had, I shall then punish him 
as he deserves. 

I am convinced that a more malicious man doth not exist than Mr. 
Fowler, and I am determined so soon as I prudently can to convince the 
world of his malicious intentions against my reputation. 

With the most perfect respect, &c. D. B. 

To his Excellency Gen. Washington. 

P. S.—-I have arrested Col. Gibson on the 30th August: 

Ist. For assuming the chief command at this post contrary to the al- 





Dear Generat.—Since my last one man was killed by the Indians | 


Presqu’ile, and further if practicable, to discover the enemy, should they || 


Mr. Fowler has wrote me repeated insolent letters, denying the right | 
of any person to act as Judge Advocate but himself. I intend to take no | 
notice of him at present, lest he should allege that I had prevented him | 
from prosecuting his charges against me. But as soon as I can get mat- | 


moreland county, and have in a body deserted and crossed the moun- || 


Dear Generat.—-The savages have killed and taken three men since | 
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ticles, and discipline of war, thereby inciting and encouraging meeting, 


2d. For neglect of duty and disobedience of orders. D. B. 
3y Capt. Elliott. 
Wrens eeien 
1 Fort Pitt, September 7th, 1781. 
|| Dear Sir.--I hope the clothing for the poor naked soldiers of the 8th 


i] 
| 
| 
| and sedition amongst a number of officers in this department. 
| 


| Pennsylvania Regiment are before this time upon the road from your post, 
| should they not have arrived at Carlisle, J hope you will forward them 
'| the moment they do arrive. 

| Col. Ephraim Blaine was applied to I think, last spring, for five hun- 
| dred bushels of salt for this department and a part of that quantity ar- 
| rived. Perhaps the residue remains in store at Carlisle, if it does I beg 
| you will devise some method to send it on as the only sure means of pro- 
|| curing provisions until a contractor may arrive. What remained in store 
| here has chiefly been bartered for flour and beef to prevent’ the troops 
|| from starving. 

| Please to write me by the first safe conveyance and send me a news 
| paper. lam, &e. D. B. 

| To Capt. S. Postlethwaite. 

Wrenner 

Head Quarters, Fort Pitt, September 7th, 1781. 

GENTLEMEN.——By the enclosed extract of a letter just come to hand by 
express, you will learn the fate of the Moravians on the Muskingum and 
the dangers to which our dependent posts and the settlements are ex- 
posed. 

I think it probable that this large party of Indians would not have re- 
mained so long at the Moravian town had they not expected a greater 
force from another quarter down the Allegbeny river to cooperate with 
them. It will therefore be highly expedient for the militia immediately 
to assemble in bodies consisting of at least one hundred men, and step to 
the frontiers to cover them and keep out spies, and small scouts at least 
for a few days, or until we can ascertain what the principal object of the 
enemy is. 

You will therefore immediately appoint such places of rendezvous as 
may be best calculated for the purpose I have mentioned, and give me 
notice thereof that in case of extreme necessity they may be collected toa 
general rendezvous in order to raise a siege, or otherwise act according to 
circumstances. 

County Lieutenants who have not and cannot otherwise procure a sup- 
ply of ammunition are immediately to apply to me to have a suitable 
quantity deposited in their respective country to enable the militia to act 
in conjunction with the recular troops and this application with the means 
of transportation must not be delayed. lam, &c. D. B. 
Circular to the County Lieutenants. 
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Fort Pitt, September 8th, 1781. 

GenTLEMEN.—I have received your favor of yesterday, and should be 
be glad to send you the salt you have requested, but have none except 
what remains at Fort M’Intosh, and Mr. Sample informs me that he 
hath engaged all the public salt, so that our troops have not salt to their 
rations. 

Had there been any in store here, I should, at all events, have sent a 
little for the militia, but my letter of yesterday will show that the com- 
munication between this and Fort M,Intosh is interrupted, and that none 
can at present be had from thence. The six months men shall be provi- 
ded for as the regular troops, so soon as they join. There certainly is a 
law in this state enabling the wagon master to whom your orders must 
go to impress horses for public service. 

I hope the inhabitants may not be so muchalarmed as to think of flight, 
but on the contrary that they will hold themselves in readiness to repel 
the enemy. 1 have the honor, &c. D. B. 

To Cols. Hays and Cook. 





Fort Pitt, September 12th, 1781. 

Sir.—From the utmost necessity, I take the liberty to trouble you 
with a state of circumstances in this district, the most disagreeable that 
ever I have experienced and I believe the most unmilitary that the Amer- 
ican war has, on our part, been stained with. 

Your excellency has doubtless seen a petition and remonstrance from 
the inhabitants and others of this place containing a number of charges 
against me ; and you will probably recollect that the honorable Congress 
directed his excellency the Commander in Chief thereupon to bring me 
to trial. In obedience to this order he was pleased to write me on the 
5th of last May that this was the case, and as I conceive to prevent my 
being unnecessarily held in suspense as to my command concludes in 
these words: ‘ You will see the propriety of giving up the command 
to the officer next in rank, while this business is transacting. It will 
take offevery objection that can be made against the validity of the dep- 
ositions as having been taken under your influence as commandant. 

Mr. Alexander Fowler was considered as the prosecutor, and yet he 
from a desire to injure my reputation for reasons which will in the course 
of an investigation plainly appear, insisted upon a right he claimed of 
acting as Judge Advocate, as well as prosecutor of the charges he had 
exhibited with a view, I suppose, to procrastinate a business in which he 
must be conscious he cannot succeed, and thereby to make my situation 
as disagreeable as possible. 

I have hitherto endeavored as much as possible to promote the service 
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and render this country essential service. But from what principles I | 
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know not the most iniquitous party frauds prevail, even amongst men 
who ought to be military, as will appear by a declaration of which I take 
the liberty to enclose a copy. I sincerely wish it may not proceed from 
the most unwarrantable disaffection, for the bearer Captain Ferrol, who 
is a man of great veracity, bravery and attachment, has assured me that 
Col. Gibson, of the 7th Virginia Regiment, who assumes the command 
here, has caused the keys of the military stores of which he has the 
charge, to be seized from his clerk, and ordered him under an arrest, 
notwithstanding that he himself stands arrested. 

Capt. Ferrol will relate to your excellency the circumstances relative 





| to this and other matters in the most candid manner. 


I fear this contradiction of sentiment, or what ever it may hereafter 
prove to be, will prevent an expedition which was proposed to be carried 
on against the Indian towns upon the Sandusky from being carried into 
execution. 

I beg your excellency will be pleased to order a copy of this letter to 
be transmitted to his excellency the Commander in Chief. 

I have the honor, &c. D. B. 

To his Excellency Thos. M’Kean, Esq., President of Congress. 


www" Vw en Oe HO) 8) Owns 


Head Quarters, Fort Pitt, September 13th, 1781. 

Dear GentTLemEN.—I am honored with your letter of yesterday, and 
am sorry if any ambiguity appeared in mine. My intention was to have 
the militia in readiness, so that they might either be employed for the 
defence of the frontier, in raising a siege, or if it should appear by the re- 
ports of our spies, that the intelligence we had repeatedly received of the 
enemy’s designs from Niagara, were groundless, then to have employed 
them upon the proposed expedition. In the meantime, I was in hopes 
that a supply of clothing, and provisions might arrive for the troops, which 
I find we shall in a degree be disappointed in. 

Iam much concerned on account of your inability to procure horses 
without a force from hence, because in the present situation of affairs, it 
is not in my power to send one, and you have not mentioned what num- 
ber of militia, or volunteers you have in readiness. 

I am unwilling to put off this expedition to a future day, and yet from 
what I can learn there is but little hopes of a sufficient number assem- 
bling to ensure success. It is likewise conceived that it will interfere 
with the putting in Fall Crops, which are so necessary for our future 





| subsistence. The spies which were sent up the river Allegheny, are 





| Not yet returned, and for ought 1 know they may be killed, or taken, I 


should deem it quite imprudent to march a considerable number of men 

from the defente of these posts and the frontier, until it is ascertained 

whether there is a considerable force in our rear or not. For these rea- 

sons I have wrote to Col. Marshal for his opinion, whether, or not it may 
45 
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be best under such a variety of embarraissing circumstances to postpone 
the expedition of the 5th of next month, at which time the election will 
be past, and most of the Fall Crops sown. Weshall then have ascertain- 
ed whether the enemy may be expected in force down the Allegheny, 
and some injurious controversies here will be determined. I wish you 
therefore, likewise after having consulted your principal officers immedi- 
ately to give me your opinion upon these several matters; you will at 
the same time assure them that I will give every encouragement in my 
power, to forward, and carry into execution the proposed enterprize.— 
Perhaps a general Uouncil of the principal officers at the general rendez- 
vous may be thought most eligible. I can only add that 1 am exceeding- 
ly anxious to have the business go on, but I wish at the same time to act 
with the utmost precaution. 

The seal of your letter was broke before I received it. Pray let me 
have your immediate answer with a return of your force. 

I have the honor, &c. D. B. 

To Col. Chas. Hays, and Ewd. Cook, and other Sub. Lieutenants of 

Westmoreland county. 





uw 


Fort Pitt, October 14th, 1781. 
Sir.—Some of the disaffected and licentious people at this post have 
made application to the Court of Westmoreland for an inquest to deter- 
mine what they call a forcible entry, and detainer, and by that means 
oust me from my quarters, which is a part of the strength of this post. 
As much pains has been taken to prepossess every citizen with an idea 
that the possession obtained of my present quarters was arbitrary, and 
against law, it is highly probable the inquest may find the force and that 
disagreeable consequences may ensue. ‘To prevent which, in case of a 
verdict against me, I have despatched the bearer to you with money to 
pay for an Attorney’s Writ, called a Certiorari, with a view to have the 
matter determined before proper Judges in a legal rather than an extra- 
judicial way. I beg you will immediately furnish him with that necessa- 
ry means of travelling, and have the honor to be with great respect, sir, 

Your most ob’t humble servant D. B. 

To Mr. Galbreath. 





Fort Pitt, October 21st, 1781. 

Sir.—I am informed that your order of this day, require the small 
guard at my quarters to go into the Fort. Consequently all the public 
papers in my possession will be exposed to loss. 

The present temper of a disappointed rabble, you cannot be a stranger 
to, and as my defence, against a malicious prosecution greatly depends 
upon the public papers, which I have from time to time received from 
my superiors. I conceive you will not at present order the guard from 
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hence. Butif you be determined on that point. I wish to know it imme- 
diately, that I may in time endeavor to put them and my private effects 
under the protection of some private person, to prevent their destruction. 
I am. sir, your humble serv’t. D. B. 
Colonel 1st Pennsylvania Regiment. 
To Col. Jno. Gibson. 





Fort Pitt, October 28th, 1781. 

Sir.—In the 27th of June, 1779, I did myself the honor to address a 
letter to the honorable Board of War, respecting the range of this and 
neighboring garrisons and on the 23d of July following, the U. 8. in Congress 
assembled passed an act regulating the manner of taking it and satisfy- 
ing the persons interested, &c. 

Previous to my receiving this act of Congress, I was honored with 
two letters from the Board of War, directing me to act, in this case, ac- 
cording to custom and usage. In consequence I ordered some of the 
troops to be posted in a house occupied by Messrs. Ward & Smallman, 
and for so doing, process from the Court of Youghiogheny was immediate- 
ly issued against me. 

On the 27th of February, 1780, I informed the honorable Board of 
War by letter, of the proceedings of that Court and on the 18th of April 
following, Congress passed an act declaratory of the intention of that hon- 
orable body to support me in the execution of my duty at this post. This 
last act was shown to the Court of Youghiogheny, and I expected their 
proceedings would have ceased respecting me. But I have since seen 
their Record, whereby it appears that they proceeded to judgment, and 
awarding damages, &c., but no writ of outlawry has been issued, altho’ 
I did persevere to deny their jurisdiction. 


The Court of Westmoreland has now taken up this matter, and many 
actions are commenced against me for trespasses, &c, for having presumed 
to act agreeable to my instructions, and my conscience, because the Leg- 
islature of Pennsylvania has not in compliance with the Act of Congress 
passed a law in favor, or agreeable to their recommendation ; and lately 
an inquisition was held, to turn me out of my quarters, on a suggestion of 
a forcible entry, and detainer, whereby I have been under the necessity 
of attending Hannah’s Town Court, and otherwise considerable expences 
have accrued and costs have been awarded. 

No man wishes better to the service of the United States than I do, 
but it is impossible to serve two masters. I cannot comply with the ex- 
pectations of my superiors in a military capacity, and at the same time 
please a Rabble, and I should be happy to see officers of the United States 
receive that support in the execution of their respective capacities that the 
exigencies of our affairs frequently require, and I hope that such steps 
will be taken by the supreme authority of the United States as ‘will ren- 
der the military operations in time of War more certain and respectable, 
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as I am apprehensive that few officers will serve with pleasure where | 


they are subject to be thwarted by an ignorant jury as cften as a design- 
ing man, or an ignorant multitude shall be pleased to be troublesome. 

I take the liberty to enclose extracts of the several letters I have men- 
tioned, and have the honor to be with the most exalted respect your ex- 
cellency’s most ob’t and most humble serv’t. D. B. 

Col. Ist Penna. Regiment. 

To his Excellency Thos. M’Kean, Esq. 





TREATY OF FORT STANWIKX, IN 1784. 

This proceeding was an important event in the history of the country 
“ around the head of the Ohio.” Many of our readers will, probably 
have noticed, that in the survey of the manor of Pittsburgh, great care 
was taken not to cross the Allegheny, or Ohiorivers. The North West 
boundary of the manor was the Southern shore of the Allegheny river. 
Some persons have asked why the manor line was not so run as to make 
the Point at the junction of the rivers the centre of the manor, and to 
embrace the present site of Allegheny city as well as Pittsburgh. The 
reason was a very simple one. The last proprietary purchase of lands in 
Penna. from the Indians was made at the first treaty of Fort Stanwix, in 
1768. The boundary at that purchase was a line from the West branch 
of the Susquehanna to Kittaning, and thence down the Allegheny and 
Ohio to the West line of this State, thence South to the Southern line of 
this State, and then East along that line, &c. This, of course, excluded 
all the country North and West of the Ohio and Allegheny, and the pro- 
prietaries were always too regardful of the rights of the Indians, to claim 
a foot of land not previously ceded by them. 

Even when the town of Pittsburgh was laid out the country across the 
Allegheny river was still owned and occupied by the natives, and long 
within the memory of the editor, a person going into the country over 
the Allegheny, was said to be going to the “ Indian Country.”’ Pitts- 
burgn was laid out in May, 1784, and in October of that year was held 
the second treaty of Fort Stanwix, at which the Indian title to all the 
land North and West of the Ohio and Allegheny, and within the limits 
of this State, was extinguished. 

Our war for independence was a trying and pregnant event in the his- 
tory of the Six Nations. In all previous wars the colonies had acted as 
subordinates to Great Britain, the Six Nations had been the faithful allies 
of the British King, and of course acted with our countrymen. At length 
however, a family quarrel ensued, the Thirteen United States deemed it 
necessary to resist the demands of the mother conntry. War ensued 
and the Iroquois could scarcely be expected toremain neutral under such 
circumstances. Their admirable confederacy had kept them united in all 
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wars between France and Great Britain, but now division ensued ; the 
Oneidas and Tuscaroras adhered to the colonies, and the other nations to 
Great Britain, and upon the return of peace, found themselves at the mer- 
cy of the United States. 

In 1784, Congress appointed five Commissioners to hold treaties with 
the various tribes of Indians within our limits. For this purpose a con- 
ference was held at Fort Stanwix, now Rome, in the State of New York, 
in October, 1784. 


At this conference Oliver Wolcott, Gen. Richard Butler, and Arthur 
Lee, were the Commissioners on the part of the United States, Commis- 
sioners representing this State were also present. Capt. O’ Bail, better 





| known as Cornplanter, was a prominent person. The address of the 


Commissioners in prescribing the terms on which the Indians would be 
received into the protection of the United States, has always seemed to 
us to be remarkably forcible, and to possess even more than Roman stern- 
ness. Brennus, when he exclaimed “ Woe to the conquered,”’ and threw 
his sword into the scale, was scarcely more emphatic, and dictatorial than 
the American Commissioners in their address to the Mohawks, Cayugas, 
Onondagas and Senecas. 

The Romans of America were, however, less fortunate than the Ro- 
mans of Europe, they had no Camillus to interpose between the victors 
and the conquered. Being abandoned to the mercy of the United States, 
by their ancient ally, the King of Great Britain, and almost deserted by 
the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, two of their own tribes, resistance was hope- 
less and submission their only resource. 

We have in our possession a manuscript copy of a portion of the pro- 
ceedings at the conference, and as we have never seen the address in 
print, we have concluded to give it a place in the “ Olden Time. ” 

After the above remarks were in type, our attention was called to the 
notice of this treaty in Col. Stone’s Life of Brant, in which we find the 
following remarks : 

“The records of this treaty, containing the speeches interchanged on 
“the occasion, seem not to have been preserved, as has been usual in dip- 
“lomatic matters with the Indians. Nothing appears upon the subject 
“among the Indian State papers at the seat of government, save the na- 
“ked result of the Council, in the form of a very brief treaty, signed by 
“the nations represented instead of the several chiefs. It is known, how- 
“ever, that among the leading chiefs, who took an active part, were the 
“Corn Planter, and Red Jacket. ” 

Again Col. Stone says, “ Red Jacket, a somewhat younger chief than 
“the Corn Planter, was opposed to the burial of the hatchet, and spoke 
“with vehemence and great eloquence in favor of a continuance of the 
“war by the Indians, on their own account. ”’ ' 

Many years ago, the editor was preparing a hasty sketch o* the life of 
Gen. Richard Butler, fora newspaper, when his son the late gallant and 
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estimable Capt. James R. Butler placed in our hands several interesting 
documents, among others, the original minutes of the Council at Fort 
Stanwix in 1784. Until we saw the remarks above quoted from Colonel 
Stone’s Life of Brant, we were not aware that the only account of the 
proceedings of Fort Stanwix in existence. was that in our possession. 

Our first intention at this time, was only to publish the addiess to the 
Six Nations above referred to; but after reading the remarks of Colonel 
Stone, we concluded to commence our extract with the first assemblage of 
the Commissioners at Fort Stanwix, and to embrace all that follows from 
that time to the end of our volume of the “ minutes.”’ By this, it will 
be seen that the name of Red Jacket or Sagayewatha does not appear, so 
far as the minutes extend. It may be that he spoke in opposition to the 
treaty on the 2lst, after Capt. Aaron Hill had concluded, or on the next 
day ; but it is not very probable, as the treaty was signed on that day and 
fixed the boundary precisely as is indicated in the address of the Com- 
missioners. 

In the first speech of the Commissioners, the Indians are desired to 
hearken to the voice of Kayenlaa, the Marquis de la Fayette ; but no 


speech of Kayenlaa is given, or farther referred to. Among the papers | 


placed in our hands, by our late estimable friend Capt. Butler, is a trans- 
lation ofan address to the Indians, in a very clerk-like hand writing, but 
signed by La Fayette himself, attesting its correctness. There is neither 
place nor time mentioned in it: but there is strong internal evidence 
that it is the address referred to by the Commissioners at Fort Stanwix. 
We introduce it after the close of that portion of the minutes in our 


hands. 





Albany, Sept. 23d, 1784, Commissioners adjourned to Fort Stanwix. 
Fort Stanwiz, October 3d, 1784. 

Commissioners met. Present as before, the Hon. Oliver Wolcott, 
Richard Butler, and Arthur Lee, Esqs. Several of the Indians from the 
different nations having convened. The Commissioners called them to- 
gether in the Council place, where, being all assembled, the following 
speech was delivered : 

“ Sacnems, AND Warriors oF THE Six Nations pRESENT—It is with 
pleasure we announce to you that we are Commissioners sent by Con- 
gress, who is the great Council of the United States of America, to kindle 
a Council fire at this place, where we may smoke the Calumet together 
undisturbed by evil thoughts, and renew the friendship, and brighten the 
chain of alliance with you our faithful brothers, and give peace and 
good counsel to those who have been unfortunately led astray 
by evil advisers. We therefore wish you to put away all evil thoughts, 
and cleanse your hearts, and minds, that we may begin the good work 
with sincerity, in which we invoke the great and good God to assist us. 
We expect the head men and warriors of the Western tribes of the Six 
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Nations, will attend in a few days, then we shall speak more fully, and 
go into the business generally. 

“We know from experience that ill winds blow from every quarter, ”’ 
and birds fly about with evil chirpings, in order to distract the minds 
and understandings of people when convened on such occasions. We 
therefore warn you against them that you may not hearken to them, or be 
led into the evils which they intend ; we also tell you that we have full 
authority to transact all business between the United States, and you, 
and that without the authority of Congress no business can be valid that 
may be attempted by particular people or States. 

“ We shall say no more at present, but desire you to hearken to the 
voice of Kayenlaa, the Marquis de La Fayette, a great man among the 
French, one of the head warriors of the great Onondio, and as you all 
know a General in the American Army, and a head man among us, who 


comes with his friends to pay you a visit and give you the advice of a 
father. ”” 


A white string. 


To which Kayenthoghke, a chief of the Senecas* replied: 
“Brothers Commissioners of the United States— 

“You have this day assembled us at the place appointed for holding a 
treaty between the United States and us, and have informed us that you 
are Commissioners appointed by Congress, who, you tell us is the great 
Council of the United States of America, to give peace to all the Indian 
Nations. 


* Brothers, we congratulate you on your safe arrival here, and are truly 
glad to see you. Peace, which you mention to be the object of your com- 
ing, iswhat we have long and fervently wished for. 

“ Brothers, we thank you for your good counsel. We know as you ob- 
served that birds often fly about with evil chirpings, and that ill winds 
blow from every quarter, to trouble and disturb the minds of persons, 
when engaged in affairs of so important a nature as the present, but we 
trust that our ears will be shut so as to reject all their evil words, and that 
nothing will hinder us from happily ending the good work which we 
have come upon. 


“ Brothers, you inform us that you expected the Chiefs of the Six Na- 
tions would be here in a few days, and that then you would enter fully 
upon the business. These, brothers, were your words and we wish that 
every thing may turn out to the advantage of the present treaty, for truly 
we are for peace. 

“ Let the ears of the Commissioners from the United States be opened 
to receive the words which we have said. It is our wish that all past of- 
fences may be forgotten, and that there may be a general peace between 
us, and our brothers, the Americans. [A string. ] 


* We think this chief could not be a Seneca —Enrror O. T. 
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The Council broke up, and the Commissioners adjourned. 

Monday, 4th Letter to the Hon. Commissioners of Pennsylvania of 
this day, omitted to be entered. Commissioners met. Present as before. 
Adjourned. 

Tuesday, 5———Commissioners met. Present as before. The follow- 
ing Resolution was made. 

Whereas, The order which has been published by the Commission- 
ers, prohibiting all persons from selling or giving spirituous liquor to the 
Indian's during the negotiation, has not been attended to, but several sut- 
lers at, or near Fort Stanwix, presume to sell strong liquor to the Indians, 
some of which are still used bywhich they are daily intoxicated, and 
the negotiation is thereby much impeded 

Resolved, That all strong liquors in the hands of persons at, or near 
Fort Stanwix, other than such as shall be detained by the special appro- 
bation of the Commissioners, be immediately seized and an account there- 
of taken together with the names of the Owners, and that it be stored, in 
the Commissioners store, and that it be not opened but according to their 
order. 








To his Excellency, the President of Congress. 
Fort Stanwiz, Oct. 5th. 


Sir.—We have the honor to inform your excellency that we arrived 
here on the 2d, having been delayed by various difficulties in forwarding 
the stores and troops. 

Some only of the Chiefs from different tribes, and some from Canada 
are now here , and we have information that many more are on their way 
and expected daily, and therefore delay opening our business, ’till the 
whole shall be assembled; having announced to those present our arri- 
val, in these we find a very pacific disposition, and an acknowledgment 
of past errors. 

Though we gave due information to the governor of New York of the 
time, and place of holding the treaty, that if he had any business to trans- 
act with the Indians, he might do it under the patronage of the United 
States, yet he chose to hold a treaty with the Six Nations before us, and 
we are told endeavored to make peace with them in the name of this 
State. 

We cannot learn that he succeeded in purchasing territory from them, 
and we thought proper to inform the Indians in our conference, that a 
treaty with an individual State, without the sanction of Congress, could 


be of no validity, | We have the honor to be, &c. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, 


(Signed,) RICHARD BUTLER, 
ARTHUR LEE. 
N. B.—The Commissioners met those of Pennsylvania, who laid be- 
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_ fore them thé Commission: and instructions received from the Supreme 


Kxecutive of their State, which were entirely satisfactory to the continen- 
tal Commissioners. 


To Lieut. John Mercer, of the Jersey Troops. 
Fort Stanwix, October 5th, 1784. 
Sir.—The Commissioners appointed by Congress to hold treaties with. 
the Indians in behalf of the United States of America finding their ad- 
vertisement of the 20th September last directing that no spirituous liquors 
be sold or given to the Indians during the negotiation, neglected by the 


| traders and others, on this ground, find themselves obliged'to have the li- 


quors taken an account of, and stored ; you are therefore directed to take 
a party of men, and place a sentinel. or sentinéls at the stores’ that have 


| Spirituous liquors in them until the owners give an account of the quanti- 


ty, which if they neglect or refuse to do, you will mark their casks with 
the owners’ names, and ther have them removed to the Blockhouse for 
the purpose of preserving the same for the owners, and to preserve peace 
and sobriety during the transaction of public business with the Indians. 
The‘sutlers, or traders will, if they think proper appointa person, or per- 
sons to see their liquors so taken, deposited in the public store. 
This you will perform with punctuality and dispatch, asa number more 
Indians are hourly expected to arrive. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
(Signed.) RICHARD BUTLER, 


ARTHUR LEE. 
Commissioners adjourned. 


trates iWin 





Wednesday, October bth, — 
Commissioners met, present as before 
In consequence of information rreeived, the following letter was writs 
ten and delevered ; 
To Peter Schuyler, Esq. at TE 
Fort Stanwix, Oct. 6th, 1784. ” 
Sir.—We have had information from time to time of vour interfering 
with the Indians, whom we have called to a treaty ‘with-the United States 
at this place, of your having ait interpreter with you, of your giving liquor 
to the Indians, as if yout was a Commissioner, and by various direct, and 
indirect means counteracting our negociations with them. ; 
It is proper, therefore, sir, to inform’ you that there is no authority now 
existing that can warrant. you in- being-on the ground, which we have 
appointed for a public.treaty, and holding any commerce with the Indi- 
ans here without our permission. PectenmnoD 
We perceive the effects of your conduct to be highly injurious to the 
service of the United States, and therefore warn you that if in future, we 
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| and Delawares, having yesterday arrived, the Commissioners this day | 

















find you pursuing the same conduct, or in any way meddling in this trea- 
ty, it will be our duty to the public, and we shall assuredly execute it, 
to request you to remove from this place, which request will be such as || 





you cannot easily refuse. We have the honor to be, &c. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
(Signed,) RICHARD BUTLER, 


ARTHUR LEE. 


' 

| 

| 

Commissioners adjourned. | 
| 


—_- nie agin. - 





Thursday October %th, ¥i84. 

To M. Leonard. 

Fort Stanwix, October 7th, 4784. | 

Sir.—The Commissioners finding it necessary that the goods belong- | 

ing to you now in the new store should be removed for the reception of 

theirs, request that you will forthwith act accordingly. 
(Signed,) By order Commissioners, ' 

ALEX. CAMPBELL, Sec’y. 





October 8th, 1784. 
Captain Hill with a party of Indians, and some from the Shawnees, 


assembled them in the Council place, where they were addressed as fol- 
lows : 

Sacnems anp Warriors OF THE PARTY LATELY ARRIVED.—These are | 
the words which we spoke at our first meeting with the tribes that were | 
assembled at this Council fire— 

(The speech of the 3d ultimo was read to which was subjoined the | 
following: 

“ We also bid you welcome, and desire that yourears and understand- | 
ings may, be clear, that the dirt and sweat be wiped from your bodies, 
and the thorns be extracted from your limbs, that good thoughts prevail, | 
and your hearts be sincerely disposed to do that which is right in for- 
warding the good work which we are met upon. We shall endeavor to 
render you happy while here, and expect you will conduct yourselves 
like men of sense. (A white string.) 

To which one of the Chiefs replied, “that as they expected more of 
their head men in a few days, they would be glad to defer answering, the 
address of the Commissioners ’till their arrival. 

The Council broke up, and the Commissioners adjourned. 
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Octuber' 10th, 1784: | 


Commissioners met, present as before— 
The Sheriff of Montgomery county, who had served a writ on the body 
of Joh Mercer, commanding officer of the troops raised for the protec | 
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| tion, and under the order of the Commissioners, was called. Whereup- 
on the following proceedings were entered into: 

The Commissioners having ordered that the said sheriff should not at- 
tempt, or endeavor to remove from hence Lieut. John Mercer, the follow- 
ing letter was addressed 

To Maj. Telles Fonda, and other justices of the inferior Court of Mont- 
|| gomery county. 








Fort Stanwizx, Oct. 10th, 1784. 

GeEnTLEMEN.—When we arrived at this place to hold a treaty of peace 
1 &c, with the Six Nations in pursuance of a Commission from the United 
| States, in Canada., we found a number of persons, among whom were 
William Colebreath, Lawrence Trimper, and John Elliott, possessed of 
_ considerable quantities of spiritous liquors, and selling them to the Indi- 
| ans in contravention of a forbiddance issued by us at Albany, and made 
|| known to them here,—which proceedings must necessarily have frustra- 
ted the treaty by keeping the Indians in a state of intoxication. , To pre- 
vent this public mischief we directed John Mercer, Esq., a Lieutenant in 
| the troops put under our orders by a resolution of Congress for the ex- 
|| press purpose of protecting the treaty to take an account of all the spirit- 
| ous liq’ors in possession of these persons that ifthey continued this perniciouse 
|| practice, the liquorsmight be put into the public store to be kept safe and re- 
stored to the proprietors, when the treaty was eoncluded, and then they 
would have been at liberty to sell them to the Indians. Wealso ordered 
the officer to seize and store all spirituous liquors belonging to those who 
refused to give an account of them. 

Under our written order shown to the above named persons, the afore- 
said John Mercer acted, and on their refusal to give him the account re- 
quired, seized and stored the spiritous liquors found in their possession. 

In. consequence of this one James Yale, professing himself to be a 
| Sheriff of this county, under a writ, a copy of which we transmit you, 
|| arrested our said officer John Mercer,and demanded eitherthat he should 
go to prison, or give bail for his appearance before you on Tuesday next. 

We would not, and will not suffer him to do either—conceiving the 
dignity and rights of the United States would be violated by inferior ju- 
risdiction over us, or over our officers, acting by our orders in execution 
of the high and important powers vested in us by the United States in 
Canada, for the peace and security of all the citizens of these States. 

These things gentlemen we have represented to you in full confidence 
that you must immediately see the insulting and dangerous nature, and 
consequently the heinousness of the conduct of those persons concerned 
in the obtaining and issuing the writ aforesaid, and that you will treat 
them accordingly. 

Their abuse of your authority to insult and embarrass us in the person 
of our officer, for restraining practices essentially necessary to be restrain- 
ed and always restrained at such treaties, we are persuaded you will 
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think with us, demands from youan exemplary animadversion against all 
who have been concerned in it, for such indignity and injuries offered to 
the authority of the United States, to the Commissioners vested with their 
powers, and to the officer acting by their orders, if encouraged by pas- 
sing unpunished must necessaril{ involve this country, and. this State in 
the most serious consequences. 


If our officers acting under our orders, is liable to be carried to prison | 


by your Sheriff, so are we, and the consequences would be that a few in- 
significant and mercenary individuals might not only frustrate any treaty 
with the Indians, but do it in the most insulting and opprobious manner 
to the United States and their officers. 

It is an aggravation too of the conduct. of these people, if anything can 
aggravate their conduct, that they are trading with a people who have 
been at war with the United States, with whom Congress have not yet 
made peace, and with whom therefore it is criminal in the citizens of any 
of the United States to carry on trade. . 

We have the honor to be with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your 
most o’bt servts. OLIVER WOLCOTT, 

(Signed,) RICHARD BUTLER, 
. ARTHUR LEE. 

Resolution and order to John Mercer, Esq, Lieut. Commandant, to be 

entered among the proceedings of this day, 





vy ¥ rev 


Fort Stanwizx, October 11th., 1784 


The Commissioners met, present the Honorable Oliver Wolcott and Ar- 


thur Lee, Esgqs, 
The Secretary made the following report: 


On Saturday, the 9th of October, Maj. Peter Schuyler delivered to me | 
a paper, which he said was a copy of his instructions mentioned in his | 
lettcr of the Sth of October, to the Commissioners of the United States | 
for treating with the Six Nations. This paper was a copy of one I saw | 
| in-his possession, and neither of them had any seal, or signature. The 
said paper directed the said Peter Schuyler together with one Peter | 


Rightman, 2s an interpreter to attend at Fort Stanwix, during the time of 
the Commigsioners, of the United States holding their treaty with the In- 
dians, to observe the conduct of the Said Commissioners, and to oppose, 
and frustrate any of their proceedings which might eventually effect the 
interests of the State of New York. This paper tho’ so delivered to me 
for the Commissioners was not authenticated by Mr. Schuyler, therefore 
I called on him next day, and desired he would authenticate it; he took 
the. paper out, of my hand read it, and tore it, saying he would answer the 
Commissioners in another manner. Upon my demanding another copy 
of it, he refused it, but deliveyed'me a sealed.letter, addressed to Oliver 
Wolcott, Arthur Lee, and Richard Butler, Esqs., which [delivered to 
them, and of which the following is a copy. 











a 


| 
| 











— eh ac -«-. 


























| 


tec 








i} 





r 


_ and to support that authority, by which I am ordered to remain on this 
ground during the present treaty, will justify my conduct in not answer- | 
| ing your request. 


ized to transact all business to be done with the Indians Nation, und that 
|| the Commissioners of the United State, and they alone, or such as Con- 
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Fort Schuyler, Octaben, 19th, 1784. 
Guenszame .—In vindication of my character as an officer of the State 


I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient humble serv’t. 
(Signed.) PETER SCHUYLER. 
To Oliver Wolcott,‘Arthu; Lee, and Richard Butler, Esqs. 
ALEX, CAMPBELL, Sev’y. 
We having repeatedly read the paper sent to us by the said Peter 
Schuyler, and one Peter Rightman, ag interpreter as his: instructions cer- 
tify that it contained directions to him to remain at the place appointed 
for holding a treaty, towatch our conduct, and to oppose and frustrate our 
measures, OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
RICHARD BUTLER, 
ARTHUR LEE. 
Resolved, That a meeting be held with the Indians to-morrow, and 
that the following speech be delivered. 
SACHEMS AND WARRIORS. 
When we last met, we informed you that we were Commissioners ap*" 
pointed by Congress, the great Council of the United States, and author- 


gress should authorize, and appoint, were competent to perform this ser- 
vice, and that you ought not therefore to listen to any overtures made to 
you by any person, or body of men, or by any particular State not author- 
ized by Congress. 

That you may be assured of the authority under which we act, we will 
now publish to you our Commission, which we have received from the 
Congress of the United States. 

(Commission read. A belt No. 2.) 

We have it in charge from Congress to inform the tribes of the Six 
Nations, who were so unfortunate as to be seduced by ill-advisers to join 
the British army during the late war, that the United States having made 
peace with the King of Great Britain in a manner entirely agreeable to 
themselves, and correspondent to their utmost wishes, and having settled 
all differences with all people except the Indian Nations, are ready on 
th ir part, if desired, to give peace to those nations also, upon just and 
teasonable terms, and to receive them into the friendship, favor, and pro- 
tection of the United States. 

That the tribes here present may know upon what terms, the United 
States have made peace with the King of Great Britain, we will commu- 


hicate to you the definitive treaty of peace entered into between the Uni- | 


ted States, and him. 
(Publications made, and strings No. 8 given.) 
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That you | may be satisfied that the United States are the sole sover- 
eigns within the limits just now described to you in the treaty with the 
King of Great Britain, and therefore the sole power, to whom the Na- 
tions living within those limits are hereafter to look up for protection ; | 
we shall read to you part of the treaty of alliance between the United | 
States, and his most christian majesty, by which he renounces all claim to | 
the said country. 





(Sixth article read, and a string No. 1 given.) 
By the treaty which has been read between the United States, and the 
King of Great Britain, the Indian Nations will perceive that the King of 
Great Britain renounces, and yields to the United States all pretensions, 
and claims, whatsoever, of all the country South, and West of the Great 
Northern Rivers, and Lakes, as far as the Mississippi. 

They will also perceive and consider that in this treaty, no mention is 
made by the King of Great Britain of any Indian Nation, or tribe what- | 
ever, but that he has left those tribes to seek for peace with the United | 
States, upon such terms as the United States shall think just and reason- | 
able. i 
Brothers of the Oneida, Tuscarora, and Cooknewagha tribes, listen to t 


what we say to those who took ap the hatchet against us. 
(Strings No, 4,) 


SACHEMS AND WARRIORS. | 

We ’nformed you in our Message that we should, expect you to bring | 
in, and deliver up, all the prisoners white and black, which you took | 
from us during the war. You haye told us that it is your determination | 
to deliver them up, that you have sent to collect them, and expect they will 
arrive here daily, We must inform you that delivering up all the pris- 
oners is essential to your obtaining peace, and in reliance on what you 
have promised, and in expectation of their soon arriving here, we shall 
now proceed to other matters, but there are John Scanando, Peter Au- 
guslomtrongas, and Hans Krine, some of our friendly Indians, whom we 
desire may be immediately released from their paroles. 

(Belt No. 5 given.) 

The United States, in making peace with the tribes here present will 
expect, in order to*prevent future difficulties, or disputes, that you will 
propose such a boundary line between the United States and you, as will 
be just for you to effer, and honorable for the United States to agree to. 

This salutary measure will entitle such tribes to a participation of that 
liberality and protection of the United States, which we perfectly well 
know to be their interest to embrace. 

(Black and white string No. 6 given.) 

As we do not wish to burthen your memory with too great a variety of 
objects at one time, we will say no more at present, but only observe that 
as the matters which we have mentioned are of the last importance to 
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your peace, and happiness. We expect you will take them into your 
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|; 


immediate ahd most serious consideration, and return us a satisfactory | 


answer. 


~ avert v 





Fort Stanwiz, October 11th, 1784. 
To Lieut. John Mercer. 

Sir.—It is our desire that you go early to-morrow morning with a 
proper force, and take, and deposit in the Public Store all the spiritous 
liquors you can find in the houses of all the Sutlers, vendors, or givers 
within a mile of this place, taking an account of the quantity of such li- 
quors, the vessels in which they are contained and the names of those to 
whom they respectively belong, marking the names and quantity upon 


| the cask. It is our intention that Mr. Peter Schuyler and Mr. 8. Right- 
| man should not be excepted from this order. 


OLIVER WOLCOTT. 
(Signed.) RICHARD:BUTLER. 
ARTHUR LBE: 
Adjourned tilll to-morrew 10 o’clock. 


A 





wee 


October 12th, 1784. 


| The Commissioners met, present. 





J 





RICHARD BUTLER, 
ARTHUR LEE. 

The proceedings of yesterday being read - agreeably to the resolution 
that a council be held with the Indians at 10 o’clock of that days The 
Commissioners Resolved, that the following order be sent to Liewitenant 
John Mercer : 


The Hon. OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
\ Esquires. 


Fort Stanwiz, October 12, 1784. 

Sir.—It is the order of the Commissioners that. you place Sentinels 
round the Booth where we are to hold a council with the Indians, at one 
o’clock this day ; and you will give them strict orders not to admit im, or 
near the said place of holding the Council, Mr. Peter Schuyler, or Peter 
Rightman, but if they see them, or either of them listening to, or obser- 
ving what passes in the Council, they direct them to move off. 

(Signed,) By order of the Commissioners. 
ALEX. CAMPBELL, Sec’y. 

To Lieut. John Mercer. 

At the hour appointed, (the Indians having been previously ordered to 
assemble,) the Commissioners, attended by the gertlemen Representa- 
tives of Pennsylvania, met in the council place, where being all present, 
the speech as prepared on yesterday, was delivered, previous to which 
Capt. Aaron Hill, a Chief of the Mohawk tribe, delivered the following 
speech, acknowledging to the Commissioners the receipt of their message 
and informing them of their arrival. 


ae .:.:.-=022-—-2-2— OO :._/-€""-=9-  >m™>*xnxxv”0NNnnn25E-=DEIEz_ == — —- 











———— 





we THE OLDEN ‘TIME. 


“After fepeating g the invitation of the Commissioners of the he United 
States to come to their Council fire, he mentioned, 

“That the reasons why they had not before attended were, that they || 
had been frequently invited by the Governor of the State of New York 
to come to’a treaty with that State. \'That they enquired of the messen- 
ger, whether the treaty was in behalf of the United States, or of the State 
of New York only, to which he replied that it was not a continental trea- 
ty, but a particular one of that State. ‘That they had written to the Gov- 
ernor of New York, requesting that it might be a continental treaty, but 


doubt until they received a message from the Commissioners of the Uni- 


numbers to come as otherwise would haveattended. Also, that the sick- 
ness which universally pervaded their country was another cause of so 
smal] a number being present. 

«‘ That, with respect to the prisoners which they were directed to bring 
with them it was so late in the day when they received the message of 
the Commissioners of the United States, that it was impossible for them 
to be collected in time,—but that Capt. Brant, whom he had met on his 
way hither had promised to have them instantly collected, and sent down, 
assuring the Commissioners that it Was a matter absolutely determined 
upon, that all of them should be delivéred up. 

“That numbers of their brothers to the Westward, the Wiondots in 
| particular had returned home, by reason of the advanced season of the 
year vfter having come as far as to Niagara, so that there were only pre- 
sent, tliemselves, and their brothers, the Shawanese. 

(The message belt sent by the Commissioners was delivered.) 


| the Seneca tribe, of the receipt of a letter, from the headmen of Six 
| Towns, whereby they were informed that he was fully authorized to 
transact all business between the United States, and the inhabitants of | 
those towns, and that to whatever he should say on their behalf, full cred- 
it might be given. The Commmissioners also informed Capt. O’Bail 
that they wotild be happy in transacting business with a person of his 
wisdom and good name ; to which Capt. O’ Bail replied: 

Let the Commissioners, Representatives of the United States now lis- 
ten: You have this day assembled us at the place appointed for holding 
a council fire, and certainly the day was fixcd upon by the great spirit 
for the purpose. You have operied fully your minds to us, and we see 





| the business to be done at this treaty. We shall take it into our immedi- 
| ate and most serious consideratiori, and whenever we shall be prepared, 


| you shall hear our voice. 
|. The usual ceremonies being over, the Council broke up, and the Com- 


| missioners adjourned till to-morrow at 10 o "clock. — 


~ *Generally called Corn-Planter.—Eprror 0. T. 








ted States, when it was so late in the day that it was difficult for such | 


The Commissioners then informed Capt. O’Bail,* one of the chiefs of | 





that he had never answered their letter, which kept them in a state of | 





j 
| 
1) 
| 
i 


| 
| 















































TREATY OF FORT STANWIX, IN 1784. 417 








October 13, 10 o’ clock. 
Corhmissioners met, present as before; no business appearing to be 
done, adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 





October 14, 1784. 

Isaac Arnold, of Albany, gave the following information: 

That he left Niagara at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, five days ago; that 
on the 27th of September, Jacobus Taylor, of Schenectady, Daniel Bart- 
ley, from, Westina, and Isaac Von Holston, from Kenderhook, in their 
way to Detroit, were shot dead at the place called the Bordel River, 24 
miles this side of Long Point, carrying place from Niagara to Detroit by 
four young Indians of the Mohickan tribe, the said Isaac Arnold was pre- 
sent, and much wounded; they were fired upon as they were eating on 


_ the beach. Upon hearing of this, the commanding officer at Niagara sent 


an express after Col. Monroe, a member of Congress, who had set out 
across the country to Fort Pitt. Col. Depeyster commanded at Niagara, 
and behaved with great kindness. Capt. Brant had sent 10 Indians af- 
ter the murderers, and told the said Arnold that he would have them if 
they were upon the face of the earth, and deliver them up. 

In consequence of the arrival of the foregoing intelligence, the chiefs 


| assembled in the Council House, and requested the attendance of the 


Commissioners, who accordingly met, when they were addressed in the 
following manner. 

Brothers, Commissioners of the United States attend : 

By the appointment of the great spirit above, this is the day in which 


| we have received information of the blow, which has been struck upon 


| you in your rear, during our mutual attention to business of the first im- 


portance in this treaty. 

Brothers, we beg you to possess your minds in peace, and that you | 
will not suffer this affair to interrupt the business of the treaty, as we || 
mean to proceed to give you an answer to-morrow, to which the Com- | 


_ missioners replied : 


| have enquired into it, and suppose it to have been only the act of a few 


| of the death of the daughter of Capt. O’Bail, a Chief of that nation, the 





Brothers of the Six Nations attend. 
We have heard of the unhappy affair which you have mentioned, we 


bad people, and not authorized by the voice of any particular tribe; we 
therefore shall take your advice, compose our minds, and not suffer 'this | 
affair to interrupt the important business , and shall be happy to receive 
your answer to our speech to-morrow as you propose. Upon which the 
Council broke up. 


October 17, 1784. | 
In consequence of intelligence received by the arrival of nine Senecas 
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Commissioners accompanied by the Hon., the Representatives of Penn- 
sylvania, met in the Council House, where he Indians had assembled in 
order to condole with him on his misfortune, and the usual ceremonies be- 
ing over, and belts deliveied on both sides, Captain Aaron Hill, a Chief 
'| of the Mohawk tribe, informed the Commissioners that they were ready 
|| to answer to the speech of the Commissioners, proposing certain matters 
| for their consideration, and accordingly addressed them in the following 
manner : 


BROTHERS COMMISSIONERS OF THE U. 8S. ATTEND. 

The great spirit has once more brought us together upon the important 
business which you proposed to us some days ago, and we shall endea- 
vor to give it as full and satisfactory an answer as may be in our power, 
tho’ should we not be precise enough, we must not be blamed, as we had 
not a copy of your speech agreeable to our desire. 

You acquainted us that this great Council Fire was kindled for the pur- 
pose of settling all differences, and disputes between the United States, 
* and us—to conclude a peace, and to cause to grow that pacific disposition 
which at present appears mutually to subsist between us. This you in- 
formed us was your intention. You also acquainted us, that it remained 
entirely with us, whether there should be peace, or not, and that it was 
your desire to establish a lasting peace between the United States, and 











us. I see clearly the subject of your speech, and beg your attention to 
the words of the Warriors, for there are no Sachems amongst us. 


The words of the warriors are strong, they are persons who have so 


it is in their power to make a lasting peace. You told us that it was 


only in their name, but also in the name of all the other tribes—my voice 
therefore is strong—our minds are deep, and persevering, and sur wish to 


covenant with the white people, and you will find the same attachmentto 
the Covenant now to be made, as that which signalized our conduct du- 
| ring the late war. 

We are free, and independent, and at present under no influence.— 
We have hitherto been bound by the Great King, but he having broke 
the chain, and left us to ourselves, we are again free, and independent.— 
Upon this principle we wish that the Commissioners would consider what 
‘we say as of ourselves, and not 4% being under the infiuence of any; that 
as free, and independent people, we have a right to treat for peace, which 














———— —- —————--—_— tr sineenttig 


travelled through the world, and born all the difficulties of the war, that | 


solely on us to make peace, but we apprehend that it is mutually depen- | 
dent upon beth parties. 1 speak in the name of the Six Nations, and not | 


make peace is great. We are neither haughty, nor proud, nor is it our | 
disposition ever of ourselves, to commence hostilities. Our adherence to 
our Covenant with the Great King, drew us into the late war, which is | 
agreat proof to the Commissioners of our strict observance of our ancient | 
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| we wish to be so settled that if either party should in future go to war, 
the other may give their assistance, or refuse it, as it may please them. 
{A string, No. 0.) 


When taking up the belt of the Commissioners which was delivered on 
the reading their Commission he said : 

Brothers, by this belt you informed us that you were authorized by 
Congress to settle a peace with us, and to prove that your powers were 
| adequate, you produced your Commission from the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. We rely upon the truth of your being sufficiently adequate, 
and we, and our brothers, the Six Nations feel ourselves greatly obliged to 
you for being so kind as to produce them. 

You directed us not to attend to what any particular State might say 
to us on public business, and that the Commissioners of Congress alone 
were adequate to that purpose. 

We, of the Six Nations are fully sensible of the truth of this, and we 
think that no particular State can have any right to treat separately, but 
that it belongs only to the United States. In consequence of this, when 
the Governor of New York sent a message to us to assemble here in or- 
der to treat with that State, we requested that it might be a continental 
treaty, as we conceived that the United States formed one general sys- 
tem, or plan. (A string.) 

Then taking up a string, he said : 

By this string, brothers, Commissioners, you acquainted us that peace 
was established between the United States and the King of Great Brit- 


acquaint us of the boundary line established between the Great King, 
and the United States, beginning near Halifax, and ru@ming thence, etc, 
(mentioning the boundary, as desgribed in the definitive treaty read to 
them by the Commissioners,)—This you assured us is your boundary. 
That all the territory within it, is the property of the United States, and 
that all the Nations residing thereon must look up to them for protection. 

You also assured us that the’Great King in settling this peace with the 
| United ‘States, made no mention of us, but left us to treat for ourselves. 
Certainly the Great King did not look up to that Great Spirit, which he 
| had called as a witness to that treaty, otherwise common justice would 
not have suffered him to be so inattentive, as to neglect those who had 
been so just, and faithful to him ; and we think that our brothers, the 





have mentioned to the Great King those persons who had been so faith- 
ful to him, when they found that he had entirely neglected them. 

As the Commissioners have informed us of their powers to treat, T 
shall now inform them that we are the only persons adequate to treat of, 
and conclude a peace, not only on the part of the Six Nations, but also on 








ain, which the great spirit was called to witness, and then you go on to | 








United States did not think of the Great Spirit, otherwise they would | 


that of the Ottawas, Chippewas, Hurons, Potowatamas, Messasagas, — 
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Minmia, lemenee: estima. Giesten. Gihienene Choctas, ahd 
| Creeks, and establish a peace in the name of them all. 

Whatever conclusion is made at this treaty will be strong, and what- 
ever passes will be communicated throughout all the various tribes. 

(A. string No. 2.) 

Then taking up the black, and white string, he said: 

Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen United States, by this string i 
| you acquainted us that the King of France had ceded to the United States | 
| all claim, and title to any lands within their boundary. We have only | 
|| to thank the Great Spirit for putting it into the mind of the King of France 
' to moke this cession, as it is well known that he is extremely saving of |; 
| his lands, and that the United States are in great want of them 

(Black and white string.) 

Then taking up a belt he laid it down, and taking another in his hand 
said: 

Brothers, Commissioners 13 U. § 

By the belt which [ hold in my hand to which this is a reply you in- 
formed us that it was indispensably essential tothe making of peace, that | 
'| allthe prisoners should be delivered up, and that nothing could be finally || 
| done therein, until that should he the case, 

We would propose to the Commissioners that for this pnrpose they 
should depute persons of their own Nation to go and collect them, lest if | 
it should rest with us the Commissioners might apprehend that they were | 
not all brought, and for this purpose we will give them all the assistance 
in our power. 

As the day is at present so far advanced, we will defer the other matter | 
| until to-morrow, when we will answer to your last requisition. 

{A belt.) 
The Commissioners then requested that they might assemble as early | 
| inthe morning as possible, and having covered up the Council fire for 


the night, retired. 
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October 18th, 1784. | 
Agreeably to the appointment of yesterday, the Indians assembled in | 
the Council House, in order to answer fully to the requisition of the Com- | 
missioners respecting a boundary line, and having informed them of their | 
Convention, the Commissioners, (viz.) the Hon. Oliver Wolcott, Riehard | 
Butler, and Arthur Lee, Esqs,, accompanied by the Hon, Representa- | 
tives of Pennsylvania, and several military officers, and other gentlemen — 
attended in the Council House, when Capt. O’Bail, a Seneca Chief ad- | 
dressed them thus in continuation of the speech of Capt. A. Hill, of yes- 
terday, 
Brothers Commissioners of the Thirteen United States, and all present 
ef the Six Nations attend. . 






















































TREATY OF FORT STANWIX, IN 1784. — 
Yesterday at your Council Fire, many things were replied to, but one 
principal matter was deferred till to-day when we informed you that we 


| would answer to your last subject. 


Brothers,.Commissioners of the Thirteen United States. 

You addressed yourselves to us of the Six Nations, and requested that 
we should propose a boundary line between you and us, which might be 
honorable and satisfactory to you, and which might afford peace to our 


“own minds. 


Brothers,—We who are here present of one mind, thank you for your 
proposals. We eonceive that the Great Spirit has prompted you to it, 


that our minds may be quieted, with which we are well pleased, and for | 


which we again return you our thanks. 

Brothers,—Compose your minds, the day is almost too short for an an- 
swer to so important a question, and we hope that it will not give you any 
uneasiness, that we have not yet answered to it, for we Indians love our 
lands. 

We have deliberated long upon this subject, because when we have 
once made a line of division between us, the lands which are granted will 
be no longer our property. One matter of great importance to the Sene- 
ca Nation, should be brought to your view before we make any final de- 
termination. We have long been in the possession of our territory—there 


| are many here who know it—who know that it extended far, and that 


we had great love to it 
We Senecas are not of difficult minds ; we have possessed our territory 


a long time, and managed our own affairs while the United States, and 


the King of Great Britain were friends, and during the whole time of the 
wars to the southward, we never called upon any for assistance. 

While the wars were carried on among the Indians, we heard the 
voice of the Great King speaking to the Mohawks, this was his language: 
“Why do you of one blood fight thus, one against another. ” 

We wére then exhorted by the Mohawks to drop the Hatchet, and to 
carry it no longer to the westward. We complied with their exhortations, 
and carried war no longer among those tribes. At this time the King’s 
superintendant removed the council fire that was kindled this way, and 
our brothers, the Mohawks followed it from one place to another. This 
person was Col. Guy Johnson, who continued to remove the council fire 
from place to place, till he at last kindled it at Oswego, and sowed the 
seeds of confusion into our minds. 

The King’s superintendent then called us to his council fire, which he 
had kindled in Canada among the seven tribes, that were then present— 
when he took Sut what distracted our minds,—he gave us even the hatch- 
et, which when given, the seven tribes of Canada received with great ea- 
gerness. When we Senecas received the hatchet, and returned to our 
country, and convened at the Council fire of the Onondagas, that they 


might also deliberate with us upon the matter. At our deliberations at | 
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that council fire, we agreed to return the hatchet, and to deliver it up to 
Gen. Schuyler. 

We have now related to you the manner in which the Hatchet was ta- 
ken up. It came from the seven nations in Canada, who prevailed upon 
us to take it up, so that we could not sufficiently attend to your voice 
when it called upon us to be neuters, and we of the Seneca Nation must 
again say that the hatchet was put into our hands, by those seven na- 
tions. for we Indians love our own blood. 

Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen United States : 

As we proposed to relate to you, the truth respecting the manner of 
our entering into the war with the United States, we hope that the rela- 
tion which we have given will not prove disagreeable to you. It is our 
wish, that we may never be again in the like situation, for we are sin- 
cerely disposed to peace, and friendship, the great business of the present 
treaty. . 

Brothers, Representatives of the Thirteen United States: 

You have allotted to me the task of drawing a line between us to your 
satisfaction. I feel the weight of it; [-feel for many of my brothers, who 
will be left destitute of any lands, and have therefore taken care in my 
deliberations to mark out that line which will give peace to both our 
minds. 

I hope that in our present negotiations, nothing but friendship will 
prevail, and I am fully sensible that you will never conduct yourselves 
towards us, as the King of Great Britain has in throwing us away. 

Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen United States, now hearken: 

When we shall have drawn the line between us, whatever shall re- 
main within the boundary allotted to us, shall be our own—it shall con- 
tinue forever, as the sun which rolls over from day to day. 

Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen United States : 

Let us go on in this business of peace with tenderness, and caution, 
as it is of the utmost importance, and should what I now say, not meet 
with a kind reception into your breasts, it will greatly distress me, for I 
who stand before you am a warrior, and should it not meet your approba- 
tion, inform me whilst I am here. 


‘“ Brothers: 











[have several times repeated the words to proceed tenderly in this bu- | 


siness, for I regard future generations, and to them I attend while enga- 
ged in making peace with you, 

Our fires will be a considerable distance from each other, when I come 
to describe the boundary between us. This will tend, to our mutual 
peace. 


I think brothers that we warriors must have a large country to range | 
in, as indeed our subsistence must depend on our having much hunting | 


ground, and as it will also bring in money to you, will tend to our mutu- | 


tual advantage. 
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~ Now brothers I am about to draw the line—this we Senecas do of our- 
selves, as the land belongs solely to us. Let it begin at Tioga, and run 
thence by a straight line inclining a little to the North to Ohigee, and 
when it strikes the river Ohio, let it go down its stream to the old boun- 
dary, on the Cherokee river. As to the territory Westward of that you 
must talk respecting it with the Western Nations, towards the sitting of 
the sun—they must consult of what part they will cede to the United 
States. 

Brothers should you approve of this boundary you will direct your 
people not to trespass upon our territory, or pass over the line, and should 
any of our nation attempt to pass over, or intrude upon your lands—let 
us know it—we will take care to reprimand them, and prevent it. 

Brothers : 

By this belt you now see my mind. If what I have mentioned be ap- 
proved of by you, lay it along the Tioga, as I have said, if not I again re- 
quest you to inform me, (A belt.) 

Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen United States. 

I now introduce to you Thaghnoghtonhare, a chief man of our Nation, 
who, should you approve of the boundary which I have described, will 
attend your surveys. 

The Commissioners then informed them that they had heard what they 
had proposed, and would take it into their consideration, and should they 
not approve of it, when they were prepared to give them an answer, they 
would let them know. ‘The Council fire was then raked up and the 
Commissioners retired. 








~~ 


October 20th, 1784, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
The Commissioners met, present, ! 


The Hon. OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
RICHARD BUTLER, } Esgs. 
ARTHUR LEE, 


Resolved, That a council be held with the Indians, at 1 o’clock on this 

day, and notice thereof accordingly given them. | 

10 o’clock,P. M. |i 

The Commissioners, accompanied as usual, met in the Council house, 

where being all present and the Indians having convened, the following 
speech was delivered. 


SACHEMS AND WARRIORS. 








| 

We are now going to reply to the answer you made’ to our speech | 
therefore open your ears and hear. 

You informed us that your words were not the words of the Six Na- | 
tions only, but that you were empowered to speak for all the nations 1 
of indians from the north to south. This surprises us, we summoned 
the Six Natioris only to this treaty, that Nations not called should send 
their voices hither is extraordinary. But you have not shown us any | 
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| authority either in writing or by belts, for your speaking in their names; 
without showing such authority, your words will pass away like the 
|, winds of yesterday that are heard no more. 

| You have complained that we have refused you a copy of our speech, 
which might lead you into errors. When we refused it we gave our 
| 
| 








| reason, which was this, that having explained our minds publicly and | 
| clearly to you all, and given belts and strings to remind you of every 
_ proposition, we did not choose you to be deceived, and our meaning to | 

| be misrepresented by the few persons among you who understood 
| English, and might have explained our speech if we had gave a copy of | 
it, as they pleased. We knew there were such persons among you who 
wished to deceive you, and under the direction of those who led you into 
the war against us, were planning to mislead you again for their own 
purposes. We did not wish to put you into the power of such persons, | 
but to clear your eyes and your understandings. We explained at your 
desire over and over again our speech to you, and the strings and belts | 


| 


which accompanied every part of it. 
You, next excused your having taken up arms against us, by alledging | 
you were drawn into it by your ancient covenant with the King of Eng- 


land. 
Where was your sense of covenarits, when after solemnly covenanting 


| with us in 1775, and again as solemnly in 1776, receiving our presents 
| to cover you, to comfort, and to strengthen you—immediately you took 
|| up the hatchet against us, and struck us with all your might? Could 
you have so soon forgotten your recent engagements with us, and yet be | 
1 influenced by those long past with the King of England. \ 
We asked you ; we éxhorted you for your own sakes to remain neuter, i 
‘| tho’ as living on the same ground with us, we had a right to expect yout | 
} assistance against all mvaders. You twice solemnly covenanted not to | 
join in the war against us—and without the smallest provocation on our 
part—you violated your covenants, and spilt our blood. 
We should not have called to mind this conduct, had you riot attempt- 
| ed to justify it. You must not deceive yourselves, nor hope to deceive 
‘us. ‘To justify errors may lead to a recommission of them, and it will 
be more safe. and honorable to repent of, than to palliate, a conduct which _ 
|| tho’ mischievous to us has been fatal to you, and has left you at our mercy. 
Again you are mistaken in supposing that having been excluded from 
the United States and the King of Great Britain, you are become a free 
and independent nation, and may make what terms’ you please. It’ is 
notso. You are a subdued people; you have been overeome in,a wat | 
which you enteted into with us, not only without provocation. but in vio- | 
1 lation of most sacred obligations. The great spirit who \is,at the same | 
|| time the judge’and avenger of perfidy,!has given us victory over all our 
'' enemies. We are at peace with all but. you, you now stand out alone | 
|| against our whole force. 
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| oseron, or Buffalo Creek, on Lake Erie, thence South to the North Boun- 
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When we offer you peace on moderate terms, we do it in magnanimity 
and mercy. If yeu do not accept it now, you are not to expect a repeti- 
tion of such offers. Consider well, therefore, your situation and ours.— 
Do not suffer yourselves to be again deceived so as to raise our arm 
against you. You feel the sad effects of having refused this counsel be- 
fore—beware how you do it again. 

Compassionating your situation, we endeavored to make the terms on 
which you were to be admitted into the peace, and protection of the Uni- 
ted States, appear to spring from your own contrition for what you had 
dene, rather than from a necessity imposed by us. We therefore pro- 
posed to you to deliver up the prisoners, and to propose a boundary line, 
such as it became the United States to agree to. 

On neither of these points have you given us the smallest satisfaction. 
You propose we should deputize people of our own nation to go and col- 
lect the prisoners. This you know from experience is impracticable, 
that it would only provoke insults. and perhaps the murder of such _de- 


_ putation, by the persons who hold our fellow citizens in bondage. You 


only can collect them, you only, ought to collect them, you must collect 
and deliver them up. Our words are strong, and we mean you should 


feel them. ‘With regard to the boundary line you have proposed, the 
lands to the North West of it have almost all been sold already to Onas, 
_ and all the lands Southwest of it to the Cherokee river Was sold by you 
in the year 1768, at this place, and is all granted and settled by the white 


people. 

We shall now, therefore declare to you the condition; on which alone 
you can be received into the peace and protection of the United States. 
The conditions are these : 

The United States of America will give peace to the Senecas, Mohawks 
Onondagas, and Cayugas, and receive them into their protection upon 
the following conditions. 

Articte Ist. Six hostages shall be immediately delivered to the 
Commissioners by the said nations, to remain in possession of the United 
States, till all the prisoners white and black, which were taken by the 
said Senecas, Mohawks, Onondagas, and Cayugas, or by any of them in 
the late war from amongst the citizens of the United States shall be de- 
livered up. 

Articuzr 2. The Oneida, and Tuscarora nations shall be secured in 
the possession of the lands on which they are settled. 

Articte 3. A line shall be drawn, beginning at the mouth of a creek 
about four miles East of Niagara, called Oyonwagea, or Johnston’s landing 
place, on the Lake named by the Indians Oswego, and by us Ontario, 
from thence Southerly in a direction always four miles East of the Car- 
tying place between Lakes Erie, and Ontario, to the mouth of the Teh- 
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dary of the State of Pennsylvania, thence West to the end of the said , 
North Boundary, thence South along the West Boundary of the said 
State to the river Ohio. 

The said line from the mouth of the Oyonwagea to the Ohio, shall be 
the Western Boundary of the lands of the Six Nations, so that the Six 
Nations shall, ard do yield to the United States all claim to the country 
West of said Boundary, and then they shall be secured in the peaceful 
possession of the lands East and North of the same, reserving only six 
miles square round the Fort of Oswego to the United States for the sup- 
port of the same. 

Asticte 4. The Commissioners of the United States in consideration 
of the present circumstances of the Six Nations, and in execution of the 
humane and liberal views of the United States upon the signing of the 
above articles will order goods to be delivered to the Six Nations for their 
use and comfort. 

We shall make a few remarks on these articles, tho’ the moderation 
and equity of them are manifest: 

Ist. It is more than six months since you were informed by General 
Schuyler, in the name of Congress, that you must deliver up all the pris- 
oners before peace could be granted you. Our message gave you the 
same information, yet you have not delivered them up. 

As the delivery of them is indispensable, so you have rendered hosta- 
ges necessary by your delay. 

2d. It does not become the United States to forget those nations who 
preserved their faith to them, and adhered to their cause, those, therefore 
must be secured in the full and free enjoyment of those possessions. 

3d. The line proposed, leaves as extensive a country to the remain- 
ing four nations, as they can in reason desire, and more than, from their 
conduct in the war, they could expect. 

The King of Great Britain ceded to the United States the whole, by the 
right of conquest they might claim the whole. Yet they have taken but 
a small part, compared with their numbers, and their wants. Their war- 
tiors must be provided for. Compensations must be made for the blood 
and treasures which they have expended in the war. The great in- 
crease of their people, renders more lands essential to their subsistence. 
It is therefore necessary that such a boundary line should be settled, as" 
will make effectual. provisions for these demands, and prevent any future | 
cause of difference and dispute. 

4th... It ought to be felt by you as a signal proof of the magnanimity 
of the United States, that tho’ the present distresses of most of the Six | 
Nations, have been incurred. by their own fault in fighting against them. | 
Yet they have determined to minister such relief to them as is at present | 
in their power. 
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These are the terms on which you may obtain perpetual peaee with 


| the United States, and enjoy their protection. 


You must be sensible that these are blessings, which can not be pur- 
chased at too high a price, Be wise, and answer ts accordingly. 
To which Capt. O’Bail replied: 

Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen United States: 

You have this day declared your minds to us fully, and without dis- 
guise. We thank you for it ; thisis acting like men, for thus men speak. 
_ We will take what you have said into our most serious consideration, and 
when we shall have prepared ourselves to answer to what you have pro- 
posed, you shall hear our voice. 

After the usual ceremonies were over the Commissioners ordered that 
the Council fire should be raked up, and retired from the Council house. 





ww 


October 21, 1784. 

The Indians having assembled in the Council house, informed the 
Commissioners that they were prepared to answer to what they had pro- 
posed to them in the speech of the 20th ; accordingly the Commissioners 
met in the Council house, where were present the Hon. Oliver Wolcott, 
Richard Butler, and Arthur Lee, Esqs., accompanied, as usual by the 
Hon. Representatives of the State Pennsylvania, and several other gen- 
tlemen. Captain Aaron Hill addressed the Commissioners in the follow- 
ing manner: 

Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen United States, attend : 

You yesterday replied to the last speech which we made to you in an- 
swer to certain matters which you proposed for our consideration. 

We are surprised that you misunderstood what we said, for the speech 
of our brothers, plainly shews that they did not understand our meaning. 
I will now therefore relate the eight principle articles, which were.con- 
tained in our speech, 

Brothers: 

Upon your informing us that this Council fire was kindled for the pur- 
pose of making peace, we replied that we loved peace, that our minds 
were thick, firm, and determined, that we were resolved that the peace 
then to be made should be so strongly founded that no person should ev- 
er have it in their power to molest it. 

We likewise assured you that we were not trifling, that we were re- 
lieved from our covenant with the Great King, and consequently could 
establish peace upon a firm basis. That we would not be wavering, that 
our minds were long and enduring, and that in case a war should break 


| out between you, and the King of Great Britain, we should have it'in our 


power to assist you, or not, if we were asked, and even if not called upon, 
we should still be able, for that as free and independent people we might 
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act in that case as we might think proper, and fi urther that if a war ren) 


break out between the U. States, and the King of Great Britain, if you | 


desired, we would sit still, and remain neuter, and likewise we informed 
you that the treaty mow to be made should be held up forever before us, 
and should conduct us in future. 

You likewise informed us that as we did not produce any written 


proofs, or belts for our speaking in the name of those Western Tribes, | 


our words would pass away without effect. We did not bring any proofs 
with us, but left them at the Council fire, which is now burning among 
our brothers the Shawnees, on the river Miami, 

Here ends our volume of the Journal. 


SPEECH OF LA FAYETTE. 











The following is a copy of the speech which we referred to in the in- | 


troduction to the proceedings at Fort Stanwix in 1784. It is truly em- | 


phatic, and eloquent, and we think there is abundant evidence that it is 


the speech of Kayenlaa, mentioned in the minutes of the conferences at | 


that place. 

But even were we mistaken in that opinion, it is well worthy of pres- 
ervation for its own striking merits, and as a memento of its great and es- 
teemed author: 

ADDRESS OF LA FAYETT. 

In meeting my children, I give thanks to heaven, which has conduct- 
ed me to this place of peace, where you smoke togetherthe pipe of friend- 
ship. 


If you remember the voice of Kayenlaa, call to mind also his advices, | 


and the belts, which he has often sent you. I come to thank the faithful 
children, the Sachems, the Warriors, and such as have been my mes- 
sengers, and if paternal memory did not sooner forget il, than good, 1 
might be disposed to furnish those, who in opening their ears, have shut 
their chearts, who blindly taking up the hatchet, have been i in danger of 
striking their own fathers. 


‘That the American cause is just, I formerly told you, that it is the cause 
of humanity, that it is your cause in particular, that you ‘ought at least to 
remain neutral, and that the brave Americans would defend, both their lib- 
erty, ‘and yours, that your fathers, the French, would take them by the 
hand, that the white birds would cover the shores, that'the great Onon- 
dio, like the sun, would dispel the clouds which surrounded you, and 
that the adverse projects would vanish like a sinking fog. 


ay vena —- - ~ - = — a ae a 











————— 




















= cc gw 
























































ee 
oS 





—~—~. 


“TREATY or FORT STANWIX, , IN 1784, 429 


Not to listen to Kayenk: 1a was the advice given you from another quar- 
ter, but you were also told that the Northern army would enter Boston in 
triumph, that the Southern would conquer Virginia, that the great chief 
Warrior Washington, at tlte head of your fathers, and your brothers 
would be forced to abandon the country. Those who put their hand be- 
fore your eyes, have not failed to open their own. Peace has ensued— 
you know the conditions of it, and I shall do a favor to some of you, by 
forbearing thro’ pity a repetition of them 

My predictions have been fulfilled. Open yourears to the new advice 
of your father, and let my voice be heard among all the nations. 

What have you ever gained my children? What have you not lost in 
European quarrels ? 


Be more wise than the white men-—-keep peace among yourselves, and 
since the great Council of the United States, is, in their goodness disposed 
to treat with you, profit of those good dispositions. Forget not that the 
Americans are the intimate friends of your fathers, the French. This 
alliance is as durable, as it it has been successful. The great Onondio 
has given forever his hand to your brothers, who offer yon theirs, and by 
this means, we shall form a salutary chain. To satisfy yourselves of it, 
trade with the Americans, with those of your fathers, who may cross the 


_ great Lake. The manufactures of France, are known to you, and your 


experience will lead you to prefer them. They will be to you a token 
of the alliance. 


In selling your lands, do not consult the keg of rum, and give them 
away to the first adventurer, but let the American chiefs, and yours Uni- 
ted around the fire, settle on reasonable terms. 

At present my children, you know, that if some have a title to the ack- 
nowledgements of Congress, there are many whose only resource is in 
their clemency, and whose passed faults call for reparations. 

If you hearken well, my children, I have said enoughto you. Repeat 
my words, one to another. 

Whilst on the other side of the great Lakes, I shall hear of you with 
pleasure, and until we shall again smoke our pipes together, and be to- 
gether under the same huts, I wish you good health, successful huntings, 
union, and plenty, and the fulfilment of all dreams, which promise you 
happiness. (True translation,) 

LA FAYETTE, 

On the 23d of October, 1784, the day after the signing of the Treaty 
with, this U. S, Commissioners, the Six Nations ceded to the Common- 
wealth the residue of their lands within our limits. By this cession the 
title of those Indians to the lands across the Allegheny river was extin-. 
guished. 

The Pennsylvania Commissioners, who had attended at Fort Stanwix 
in October, 1784, proceeded soon after to Fort M’Intosh, now Beaver, to 
meet the Delaware and Wyandott Indians. At that place those Indians 
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executed a deed, on the 21st of January, 1785, conveying to this com- 
monwealth the same lands which had previously been conveyed by the 
Six Nations. : 

Sixty three years have, therefore, almost elapsed since white settlements 
in that region became legal, and what a wonderful change has been work- 
ed in that time in the appearance of the country. A great State Canal, 
and State Penitentiary, extensive manufacturing establishments, and 
splendid private residences are now the substitutes for Indian Wigwams; 
and where the Indian canoes forinerly plied bridges, aqueducts, and 
steamers now exist. 


vw my 


THE LAKE ERIE TRACT. 

While on the matter of cessions by the Indians, we may as well con- 
clude that subject by stating that on the 3d of October, 1788, an act of 
Assembly was passed entitled, an act to authorise the supreme executive 
council to draw on the state treasurer for a sum of money, for defraying 
the expense of purchasing of the Indians, lands on lake Erie, (chapter 
1355.) By which act a sum of £1200 was granted to purchase the In- 
dian rights, in the lake Erie tract, bargained to be sold by the United 
States to Pennsylvania, and a further grant was added for the same pur- 
pose, by an act of the 28th of September, 1789, (chap. 1439.) 

The Indian cession of the Presque Isle lands, is dated January 9th, 
1789, and is in these words :—*“ The signing chiefs do acknowledge the 
right of soil, and jurisdiction to, and over that tract of country bounded on 
the south by the north line of the State of Pennsylvania, on the east, by 
the west boundary of the State of New York, agreeable to the cession of 
that State and Massachusetts to the United States, and on the north by 
the margin of lake Erie, including Presque Isle; and all the bays and 
harbors along the margin of said lake Erie, from the west boundary of 
Pennsylvania, to where the west boundary of the State of New York 
may cross or intersect the south margin of the said lake Erie, to be 
vested in the said State of Pennsylvania, agreeable to an act of congress 
dated the 6th of June last, (1788.) 

The said chiefs agree, that the said State of Pennsylvadia shall and 
may, at any time they think proper, survey, dispose of and settle, all that 
part of the aforesaid country lying and being west of a line running along 
the middle of the Conowago river, from its confluence with the Alleghany 
river into the Chadochque lake, thence along the middle of the said lake 
to the north end of the same, thence a meridian line from the north and 
of the said lake to the margin or shore of Jake Erie.” 
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In a note to Col. Stone’s Life of Joseph Brant, we find the following 
notice of a visit to this country by a party of Spaniards so long ago as 
1669. The descendents of the countrymen of Pizarro, Cortez, nad De 
Soto, were truly a roving, enterprising, restless people, yet this journey 
of twenty three Spaniards from Louisiana up the Mississippi, Ohio, and 
Allegheny rivers, and then by land to the very heart of the State of N. 
York, seems almost incredible. But we do not feel authorised to pass 
decisive judgment against its correctness or to deprive our readers of an 
opportunity of perusing a most interesting narrative. We, therefore, in- 
sert the note, so that every reader may examine and decide for himself. 

The following brief but very interesting account of a French Colony, 
loéated in the town of Pompey, in the year 1666, is taken from “A Me- 
moir on the Antiquities of the Western parts of the Stateof New York,” 
by De Witt Clinton. 

After informing us that the statement is collected partially from the 
Sachems of the Six Nations, and partly from a manuscript journal of one 
of the French Jesuits, he proceeds to remark :— 





“ From the Jesuits’ journal it appears, that in the year 1666, at the re- 
quest of Karakontie, an Onondaga Chieftain, a French Colony was di- 
rected to repair to his village, for the purpose of teaching the Indian arts 
and sciences, and to endeavor, if practicable, to civilize, and christianize 
them. 


a short distance above the village of Jamesville, on the banks of a small 
stream near; a little above which, it seems, the chieftain, Karakontie 
would have his new friends sit down. Accordingly they repaired thith 
erand commenced their labors, which being greatly aided ‘by the sava- 
ges, a few months only were necessary to the building of a small village. 

“ This little colony remained for three years in a very peaceable and 
flourishing situation, during which time much addition was made to the 
establishment, and, among others, a small chapel, in which the Jesuit 
used to collect the barbarians, and perform the rites and ceremonies of 
his church. 


“ But the dire circumstance which was to bury this colony in oblivion, 
and keep their history in secret, was yet to come. About this time, 
(1669,) a party of Spaniards, consisting of twenty three persons, arrived 
at the village, having for guides some of the Iroquois, who had been ta- 
ken captive by the Southern tribes, It appears evident that this party 
came up the Mississippi, as it has been ascertained that they passed Pitts- 
burgh, and onto Olean Point; where, leaving their canoes, they travelled 
by land. They had been informed by some of the Southern tribes that 
there was a lake at the north of them, whose bottom was covered witha 
substance shining and white,* and which they took, from the Indians’ 


~~. 





*The salt crystallizes at the present time on the grass, and ‘upon the naked earth in 
the immediate vicinity of the springs, though the water of the lake is fresh. 








“ We learn from the Sachems, that at this time the Indians had a fort, - 
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description, to be silver; and it is supposed that the idea of enriching 
themselves upon this treasure, induced them to take this long and despe- 
rate journey ; for silyer was the first thing inquired for on their arrival 
and on being told that none was ever seen in or about the Onondaga lake, 


they became almost frantic, and seemed bent upon a quarrel with the | 
i 


French, and charged them with having bribed the Indians, and even 


| those who had been their guides, that they would not tell where the 


mines might be found. Nor dare they, finding the French influence to 
prevail, venture out on ascarch, lest the Indians might destroy them. _ A 
compromise was however made, and both parties agreed that an equal 
humber of each should be sent on an exploring expedition, wnich. was ac- 
cordingly done. But the effect of this upon the minds of the Indians 
was fatal. Upon seeing these strangers prowling the woods with various 
kinds of instruments, thy immediately suspected some plan to be in op- 
eration to deprive them of their country. 

“ Nor was this jealousy by any means hushed by the Europeans. The 
Spaniards averred to the Indians that the only object of the French was 
to tyrannize over them; and the French, on the other hand, that the Span- 
iards waré plotting a scheme to rob them of their lands. 

The Indians by this time becoming equally jealous of both, determined 
in private council, to rid themselves of so troublesome neighbors. For aid 
in this, they sent private instructions to the Oneidas and Cayugas, who 
only wanted a watchword to be found immediately on the ground. The 
matter was soon digested, and the time and manner for attack agreed 
upon. A little be‘ore day-break, on All-Saints day, 1669, the little colo- 
ny, together with the Spaniards, were aroused from their slumbers by 
the roaring of fire-arms, and the dismal war whoop of the savages. Eve- 
ry house was immediately fired or broken open, and such ds attempted to 
escape from the flames met a more untimely death in the tomahawk.— 
Merciless multitudes overpowered the little band, and the Europeans 
were soon either lost in death, or writhing in their blood ; and such was 
the furious prejudice of the savages, that not one escaped, or was left 
alive to relate the sad disaster. Thus perished the little colony, whose 
labors have excited so much wonder, and curiosity. 

“The Frerich in Canada, on making inquiries respecting the fate of 
their friends, were informed by the Indians, that thay had gone towards 
the south, with a company of people who came from thence, and at the 
same time showing a Spanish coat of arms, and other national trinkets, 
confirmed the Canadian French in the opinion that their unfortunate coun- 
trymen had indeed gone thither, and in all probability perished in the 
immense forests. This opinion was also measurably confirmed by a 
Frenchman who had long lived with the Senecas, and who visited the 
Onondagas at the time the Spaniards were at the village, but left before 
the disaster, and could only y that he had seen them there. ” 
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